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Uruguay's Brisk Activity in Exports 
Results in Optimism for Economy 


Cautious optimism was evident throughout Uruguay as January 
closed, largely as a result of the brisk export movement of the country’s 
major export products, particularly wool, during the preceding 4 months. 
The country probably reached the depth of its economic difficulties 


around September 1952. 


Although some of the country’s ex- 
port commodities may be expected to 
continue to experience difficulty in find- 
ing suitable outlets, the economic situa- 
tion probably will continue to improve. 
However, the maintenance of tight im- 
port and exchange controls doubtless 
will be necessary for some time, espe- 
cially as they relate to the dollar area. 

Heavy rainfall and a_ continuing 
active wool market marked the begin- 
ning of 1953 in Uruguay. Discussions 
were initiated on the Uruguayan-United 
Kingdom bulk meat contract, and the 
problems of the meat packing industry 
appeared to be approaching a partial 
solution. 


Rainfall Damages Some Crops 


January rains, which were the heav- 
iest in recent years, produced flood 
conditions in some areas and tempor- 
arily disrupted highway and railway 
traffic in certain sectors to the south. 
Late reports indicated that the potato 
and truck crops were the hardest hit 
and that flaxseed plantings were dam- 
aged considerably. The wheat crop, most 
of which had already been harvested, 
and vinyards suffered little damage. 
Corn and sunflower crops apparently 
benefited from the rains as did pastures 
which are reported to be in excellent 
shape throughout the country. 


Preliminary reports indicate that 
wool export sales during January were 
the largest of any single month since 
early 1951. During the week beginning 
January 12, for example, some 14,000 
bales (about 1,050 pounds each) were 
declared for export, and it is likely 
that total January sales totaled three 
times that figure. 

Wool exports in the first quarter of 
the current wool year (October 1 to 
December 31, 1952) amounted to 73,943 
bales as compared with only 7,446 bales 
during the corresponding period of the 
preceding wool year. 

An early signing of the meat contract~ 
with the British was anticipated. Dis- 
cussions centered largely around quan- 
tities and types of meat to be shipped, 





shipping schedules, and other related 
subjects, as the prices agreed upon in 
the contract between Argentina and 
the United Kingdom signed on Decem- 
ber 31, 1952, will undoubtedly apply to 
Uruguayan meat shipments. 

Unofficial reports indicate that the 
United Kingdom may agree to take 
some 30,000 tons of Uruguayan meat 
during the new contract year. The 
former meat contract between the two 
countries expired on April 22, 1952, 
although some shipments went to the 
British subsequent to that date under 
provisional arrangements. However, to- 
tal shipments of Uruguayan meat to 
the United Kingdom in 1952 totaled 
only 7,000 tons. 

Meanwhile the Government author- 
ized the payment of 4,300,000 pesos in 
past due subsidies to the privately owned 
meat packing plants and requested a 
congressional appropriation of 9,000,000 
pesos for an additional payment. 
Whether or not the plants, which have 
been idle since September 1952, will 
resume operations after these sums are 
paid them cannot be foreseen, as there 
are other points. at issue which must 
be resolved. However, the above pay- 
ments remove one of the major points 
at issue and may pave the way for an 
early settlement of those remaining. 


Data Indicate Balanced Trade 


Data on foreign exchange bought and 
sold by the Bank of the Republic during 
1952, representing export and import 
values for merchandise effected through 
the official exchange market, show that 
exchange to a dollar equivalent of $237,- 
400,000 representing exports was pur- 
chased by the bank while a dollar 
equivalent of $233,900,000 representing 
imports was sold by the bank. Although 
these exchange data will differ some- 
what from actual trade figures for the 
year, they illustrate the fact that Uru- 
guay managed, through use of import 
restrictions and increased fourth-quarter 
exports, to overcome a trade deficit 
of about $60,000,000 for the first half 
of the year. 

On the basis of the above-mentioned 
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exchange statistics, Uruguay suffered a’ 
deficit of $27,000,000 in its trade with 
hard currency areas, and a favorable 
balance of only $30,500,000 in trade 
conducted on the basis of inconver- 
tible currencies, such as Belgian and 
French francs and Swedish crowns, re- 
sulted in an overall favorable balance 
of $3,500,000 for the year. This in- 
dicates that Uruguay’s dollar exchange 
position remains difficult—Emb., Mon- 
tevideo. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





United States Extends 
Credit Line to Brazil - 


The Board of Directars of the Export- 
Import Bank of Washington has an- 
nounced the extension of a line of credit 
up to $300,000,000 to assist Brazil in 
liquidating its past due U, S. dollar ac- 
counts. 


The granting of the credit follows 
months of negotiation between the 
Governments of the United States and 
and Brazil subsequent to the visit to 
the United States in September 1952 
of Minister of Finance Lafer of Brazil. 
These negotiations were conducted on 
behalf of Brazil by Ambassador Walther 
Moreira Salles. 


In December 1952, technical experts 
of the Banco do Brasil spent several 
weeks in Washington with representa- 
tives of the Export-Import Bank, dis- 
cussing and analyzing Brazil’s foreign 
exchange position, including its arrea?- 
ages on U., S. dollar account. In the first 
2 weeks of January 1953 two repre- 
esentatives of the Export-Import Bank 
went to Brazil and had further dis- 
cussions with representatives of the 
Bank of Brazil and the Ministry of 
Finance on the details of the problem. 


Free Exchange Market Set Up 


During these negotiations, Brazil was 
engaged in setting the stage for insti- 
tuting a free exchange market. In De- 
cember the Congress of Brazil enacted 
legislation providing for such a market, 
which was approved by President Var- 
gas on January 7, 1953. Appropriate 
regulations were promulgated provid- 
ing for the institution of the free ex- 
change market on February 21, 1953. 
Although the free exchange market will 
be a limited one, particularly at the 
outset, it is hoped that it will play a 
vital part in increasing Brazil’s exports 
and the flow of private capital into 
Brazil. . 

The credit is being extended to the 
Banco do Brasil, will bear interest at 
the vate of 3% percent annually and 
will be repayable over a period of 3 
years beginning next fall. 


By supplementing the credit with its 
own resources, Brazil will undertake 
to be current on U. S. dollar account 
by July 1, 1953, and to institute and 
maintain a prompt remittance system 
for current imports from the United 
States. 

Brazil is carrying forward a broad 
program to solve its economic problems 
and the payment of the commercial 
backlog is essential to the success of 
this plan, the Export-Import Bank 
said. The liquidation of comemrcial ar- 


—-rears and the institution of a prompt 


payment system represents the determ- 
ination of Brazil to reestablish normal 
and healthy relations with the U. S, 
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Mexico Strives To Lower Living 
Costs; Import Surplus Shown 


Taking the first stép in developing the Mexican Administration’s 
economic policy, President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines in January set forth 
an emergency plan to reduce or hold the line on the cost of living and 
to achieve greater efficiency in Government administration. 

The aims of the emergency plan are: To increase production of food 


staples to eliminate shortages and raise 
the income and standard of living of 
the farm population, estimated at some 
65 percent of the total population; to 
provide more and easy long term credits 
to agriculture and to industry producing 
essential goods; and to assume more 
aggressive control of prices and distri- 
bution. 


Ceiling prices were established for 
beef, corn, and beans, and, although all 
sectors of the economy were called upon 
to support the program, resistance de- 
veloped almost at once. Choice cuts of 
beef disappeared from the market, as 
did first-quality beans, in “protest over 
alleged unrealistic ceilings, and there 
were indications that a black market 
was developing. Little resistance de- 
veloped over ceiling prices of corn, 
which at present is in relatively good 
supply and which, moreover, is sub- 
sidized to the extent of transportation 
and handling charges by Compania Ex- 
portadora e Importadora Mexicana, 
S. A. (CEIMSA), the Government dis- 
tribution agency. 

Some criticism of the Government 
program arose, based principally on the 
grounds that the problem of basic food 
shortages is not new, nor is_price fix- 
ing, and that efforts of the two previous 
administrations to control distribution 
and prices had been unsuccessful. The 
Cortines Administration, nevertheless, is 
continuing aggressively to carry for- 
ward its program. 

The Federal Government made avail- 





business community. The success of the 
loan’ negotiations is also in the best 
tradition in the long history of friendly 
political, economic, and military coop- 
eration between the two countries. 
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able to the Banco Ejidal and the Banco 
Agricola, State-owned agricultural 
banks, the sum of 150 million pesos for 
loans to farmers in connection with the 
Government’s food production program. 
Certain conditions will be attached to 
the loans, including the obligation that 
farmers use adequate amounts of ferti- 
lizer and accept technical assistance 
from Government agronomists. 


Effective January 1, 1953, frozen de- 
posits of commercial banks, i.e. for 
most institutions deposits in excess of 
the June 15, 1951, level against which 
there has been a standing 100 percent 
cash reserve requirement, began earn- 
ing 6 percent interest in the following 
proportion: 70 percent of such deposits 
in banks in the Federal District and 80 
percent of those located elsewhere in 
the Republic. 


Relaxation in Credit Controls 


Subsequently, in mid-February the 
Bank of Mexico announced some relaxa- 
tion in current credit controls, primarily 
through a partial easing of the 100 per- 
cent cash reserve requirement. This 
modification will enable banks outside 
the Federal District to increase lending 
for agricultural and industrial purposes 
by an estimated 160 million pesos, 100 

illion pesos of which is to finance corn, 
wheat, and bean crops. No estimate is 
yet available as to the amount freed 
for production loans by banks in the 
Federal District. 


The cost-of-living index for Decem- 
ber 1952 declined one-half point from 
467.6 (1939=100) for November. How- 
ever, at 467.1, the December 1952 index 
stood 34.4 points above that for Decem- 
ber 1951. January data were not avail- 
able, but unofficial information indi- 
cated that the cost of living did not 
increase; possibly it declined. This in- 
dex, however, covers basic foodstuffs 
and principal items of essential con- 
sumption to the working class in Mexico 
City and does not represent higher in- 


_ come groups most of whose purchases 


are not under Government control and 
prices. of which are rising steadily. 
Foreign trade estimates for 1952 in- 
dictate total imports of 6,772 million 
pesos and exports of 5,415 million pesos. 
resulting in a passive balance of 1,357 
million pesos. This deficit is compen- 
sated in the balance of payments 
through income from tourism, remit- 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Argentine Small-Grain Crops Good; 
Higher Building Level Maintained - 


Favorable harvests of small-grain crops completed during January 
had only a moderate effect on the general economic situation in Argen- 
tina. Although the economic situation of the farmers improved, the 
volume of business in rural areas did not increase greatly. 

Probably not more than 10 percent of the funds distributed by the 


official Argentine Trade Promotion In- 
stitute throughout the rural areas in 
payment for crops represented net in- 
come over and above the heavy in- 
debtedness accumulated during the pre- 
vious unfavorable years. 

Harvests of small grains completed 
during the month were equal to or bet- 
ter than the earlier optimistic predic- 
tions. Wheat was estimated above 7 
million metric tons, the largest yield 
since 1940-41; rye was an all-time rec- 
ord exceeding 1 million tons; and both 
barley and oats were near the largest 
crops ever produced. 

The yield outlook for corn was only 
average because of considerable damage 
from a dry hot spell during tasseling 
and -silking. Production was forecast 
tentatively at 4 million tons, which 
would be the largest of the past 5 years, 
although under early expectations. The 
linseed harvest was fair, in line with 
the early forecast of 625,000 tons. Pro- 
duction of edible oilseeds apparently 
will decline sharply in 1953 because of 
small sunflower seed planting. 

Trade circles became seriously wor- 
ried over failure of the Argentine Gov- 
ernment to sell any substantial portion 
of the grain and linseed surplus. Fear 
was expressed that the entire surplus 
could not be moved in the remainder of 
the marketing year, because of limita- 
tions of transport and port capacities. 
Although many countries were eager for 
Argentine grain, nearly all refused to 
pay the premiums approaching 30 per- 
cent over world prices that Argenta 
was demanding from soft currency buy- 
ers. A key factor was the refusal of such 
prices by Brazil, the chief market for 
Argentine wheat. 

The situation was aggravated by the 
existing indebtedness of Argentina to 
Brazil and other important buyers and 
inability of the latter to obtain payment 
except in grain. The only currencies for 
which Argentina has shown any inclin- 
ation to sell competitively are dollars 
and sterling. 


Industrial Improvement Spotty 

Most of the industries whose sales 
had risen in December maintained the 
improved level during January. This 
was especially true of building and con- 
struction. Other industries took ad- 
vantage of the vacation season to close 
down temporarily. For the first time in 
several months the textile trade en- 
joyed a spurt in demand for both cot- 
ton and rayon goods. Manufacturers, 


4 





however, were not optimistic that 
this would develop into -a permanent 
trend. Yarn _ producers’ cautiously 
ascribed the reaction to the fact that 
weaving mills improved their financial 
position by obtaining bank loans to pay 
the December aguinaldo or j\extra 
month’s pay for employees, and to the 
additional time granted by the Govern- 
ment for them to pay back taxes. 

Conditions for imports were even 
slower to improve. It was not until the 
end of the month that the Central Bank 
promised partial import license relief 
to a very few manufacturers permitting 
them to obtain some raw materials 
from Europe or the sterling area, but 
this action fell far short of clearing up 
their supply situation, Rubber-products 
manufacturers were permitted to import 
a 9 months’ supply of rubber, but no 
decision was taken on antioxidants, 
accelerators, and other materials in 
short supply. Plastics manufacturers 
were promised that applications would be 
received to import plastics from Europe. 

The supply situation of some other 
industries continued to worsen as 
stocks dwindled, and no relief was ap- 
parent. Some important factories re- 
portedly will have to close down if per- 
mits are not forthcoming soon. 


Employment, Living Costs Down 

Labor conditions during the month 
continued quiet. The termination of the 
grain harvest resulted in a drop in em- 
ployment in the rural areas. In indus- 
trial districts the employment trend 
also is believed to have continued slight- 
ly downward, apart from employee va- 
cations which were widespread. 

The cost of living in Buenos Aires, 
according to a private index, fell 2 per- 
cent in January from the December 
level, which also had declined, thus 
bringing to a stop at least temporarily 
the strong upward movement of recent 
years. Part of the decline was seasonal, 
reflecting lower food prices. The decline 
also was explained by the absence of 
new wage rate increases since March 
1952 and by the highest level of unem- 
ployment in Argentina in the postwar 
period, resulting in decreased consumer 
purchasing power and willingness of 
some labor to work for less than official 
minimum wages. 


Meat and Wool Exports Continue 


Shipments of frozen meat went for- 
ward regularly to the United Kingdom, 


French Trade Deficit 
Increases in 1952 


France’s imports from foreign coun- 
tries were valued at 1,231 billion francs 
($3.5 billion) in 1952, while exports 
totaled only 818 billion francs ($2.3 
billion). The French trade deficit for 
1952 amounted to 413 billion francs 
($1.2 billion), compared with the 1951 
deficit of 343 billion francs ($1 billion). 

The following tatle gives total French 
imports and exports in 1951 and 1952, 
and by months in the latter year: 

[In billions of francs] 


Period Imports 3 Exports 1 Deficit 
a ree 1,279.5 936.9 342.6 
PSI 818.1 413.5 
January............. 125.1 67.5 57.6 
February......... 148.1 70.5 77.6 
pt. 111.3 65.7 45.6 
April 114.8 67.2 47.6 
BS emdsitenceandions 97.8 66.8 31.0 
SO See. 108.9 69.6 39.3 
pS ea 94.2 63.6 30.6 
August.........2... 80.3 65.1 15.2 
September....... 84.1 62.8 21.3 
October.......... aa 85.6 70.4 15.2 
Novemberv........ 86.2 72.1 14.2 
December......- 95.0 76.7 18.3 
1 Does not include France's trade with French 
territories, dependencies, or possessions. 


The 1952 increase in France’s trade 
deficit was almost entirely due to a drop ” 
in exports, which fell in value to 818 
billion francs in 1952 from the 1951 
figure of 937 billion. French imports in 
1952 were’ only slightly below those of . 
1951. Imports declined in the last half 
of the year, primarily because French 
import restrictions were intensified as 
a result of a worsening of France’s 
payments position. The intensified re- 
strictions particularly affected France’s 
trade with European areas. 

French exports to dollar areas 
dropped off markedly in 1952. Exports 
to dollar countries were valued at only 
77 billion francs in that year, whereas 
in. 1951 the comparable figure was 116 
billion. French imports from dallar 
areas also dropped, but not to the same 
extent; consequently, France’s trade 
deficit with dollar countries rose to 138 
billion francs in 1952 from the 1951 

gure of 125 billion. 





taken mostly from stocks accumulated 
before the contract was signed on De- 
cember 31. A small shipment of chilled 
beef, the first since prewar, was en 
route and further movement of this type 
may be attempted. The cattle marketing 


situation, however, indicated future 
problems in maintaining the export. 
volume. 


Official prices to growers for export 
steers, although increased above the 
prior British contract, were somewhat 
less than the level which the domestic 
market had reached during the interim 
between contracts. Present enforcement 
of the official prices reduced greatly the 
cattle entries at central markets. 

Wool export sales slumped tem- 
porarily in late January, though in gen- 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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New Record Reached 
By W. German Trade 


With Western Germany’s exports 
reaching a record-breaking $417,000,000 
in December, 1952 emerged as another 
banner year in the country’s foreign 
trade. Exports for the 12-month period 
amounted to $4,040,000,000, exceeding 
imports by about $183,000,000. This 
marks the first postwar year in which 
an export surplus was registered. 

By value, 1952 exports were 16 per- 
cent higher and imports were 10 per- 
cent higher than in 1951. Adjusting for 
price changes, it is estimated that the 
rise in exports over 1951 was 8 percent 
and that of imports, 15 percent. The 
favorable price movements, that is, the 
fact that prices of German imports 
tended to fall whereas the prices of its 
exports remained at high levels, were 
at least partly responsible for the ex- 
port balance in 1952. 





Hydro Project To Increase 
Scotland's Power Capacity 


Construction of six dams and seven 
generating stations and the enlargement 
of Loch Lyon are the main features of 
a new hydroelectric project in the 
Breadalbane district of Perthshire, Scot- 
land, which will increase the country’s 
hydroelectric capacity by more than 
20 percent. 

The largest station will be of 45,000- 
kw. capacity, accounting for over half 
of the total output. The same Scottish 
firms that have supplied the equipment 
for other hydroelectric installations, 
such as the 130,000-kw. Loch Sloy de- 
velopment, will provide electrical and 
other machinery for the new project. 

The proposal, prepared by the North 
of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board to 
develop the water power resources of 
Central Perthshire, has been confirmed 
by the Secretary of State fer Scotland. 
This major project will produce an 
average of 304,000,000 kw. hr. of elec- 
tricity each year and will cost over 
£15,000,000. The total installed capacity 
of about 88,500 kw. will be more than 
the entire 1939 hydroelectric capacity. 

Although the contribution of hydro- 
electricity to the United Kingdom elec- 
tric power output is relatively small, 
it amounts to 29 percent of Scotland’s 
total from all sources. 

Coal-fired generating plant capacity 
is approximately 1,080,000 kw., and that 
of hydroelectric stations, including those 
of the British Electricity Authority in 
South-West Scotland, is 446,700 kw. 





CERTAIN CHEMICAL raw materials 
were produced in Greece in the first 9 
months of 1952, in metric tons, as fol- 
lows: Barytes, 15,630; pyrites, 161,525; 
litharge, 260; and red lead, 175. 

Exports of pyrites amounted to 122,- 
465 tons during the period. Some 
barytes also were exported. 
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Cuban Census Under Way; Sugar 
Crop Brightens Business Prospects _ 


The 1953 Cuban census officially got under way on January 28, the 
centennial of the birth of the Cuban patriot Jose Marti, and some 7,000 
census takers have begun the canvass of the island. The previous census 


was taken in 1943. 

Industrial activity recovered 
notably in cotton weaving and construc- 
tion, but not sufficiently to attain the 
levels in early 1952. Business prospects 
generally were brightened by the be- 
ginning of the 1953 sugar crop. 

Mineral extraction continued at an 
encouarging rate. Inventories generally 
were down, but importers reported a 
persistent tendency of merchants to 
postpone replenishment orders, while re- 


tailers expressed concern over pending 
tax proposals. - 

The National Tobacco Commission an- 
nounced that the 1952 tobacco crop, 
harvested from an estimated 135,700 
acres, amounted to approximately 74,- 
674,000 pounds, a reduction of 6 percent 
from the 1951 harvest. The Ministry of 
Agriculture reports that 49,849 lugs of 
tomatoes were auctioned off in the 
United States during January for $151,- 
839, compared with 169,265 lugs which 
sold for $514,828 in January 1952, a drop 
of 70 percent in volume and 67 percent 
in value. Henequen production continued 
stagnant because of partially solved 
labor problems. Henequen stocks are 
nil and rope and twine production con- 
tinued paralyzed in January. 


Textile Activity Improves 


Activity in Cuba’s textile industry 
was less in January than in the like 
month of 1952. Compared with Decem- 
ber rates of production, however, some 
improvement occurred in several of 
Cuba’s mills. The number of looms op- 
erating at capacity increased to ap- 
proximately 900 from 700 in December. 
The number of looms operating at 30 
to 60 percent capacity increased from 
about 650 to 720; and the number of 
idle looms decreased from about- 1,680 
to 1,440. The improvement is seasonal 
and mainly in cotton goods. 

Textile manufacturers expressed 
concern over inability to compete 
against the wide variety of Czechoslo- 
vakian textiles being offered in Cuba. 
Wholesalers reported their sales volume 
in January to be only 40 to 60 percent 


of January 1952 sales. Sales of lingerie . 


amounted to about 85 percent of their 
January 1952 volume. 

Textile manufacturers and distribu- 
tors alike have expressed belief that 
the recent promulgating of new laws 
and establishment of a presidential com- 
mission for repression of customs fraud 
and smuggling have caused substantial 
decrease in such activity, which has 


some momentum during January, 





been their greatest mutual problem for 
many months. 


Steel Orders Down 


The value of building permits for the 
Habana district recovered further to 
$3.5 million in January.. Nevertheless, 
the January showing compared poorly 
with the $4.1 million for January 1952. 
Real estate operators and builders of 
multiple dwelling units have not let up 
in their demands for modification of 


_ certain conditions they consider onerous 


in the rent law. 


As Cuban orders for American steel 
dropped off in January to hardly 50 per- 
cent of those in January 1952, sales rep- 
resentatives expressed less concern over 
difficulty in obtaining factory accept- 
ance of orders for prompt shipment. 
Meanwhile European mills booked mod- 
est orders for reinforcing bars and wire 
products, but only through the expedient 
of-cutting prices and/or absorbing the 
recent increase in freight rates, Several 
wholesalers and mill supply houses have 
indicated intention to postpone until 


April the replenishment of depleted 
stocks. 


Low-Priced Cars Selling Well 

January department store sales were 
reported about 10 percent under those 
of January 1952. Sales of electric ap- 
pliances, radios, televison sets, and re- 
frigerators registered no improvements, 
continuing to be about 25 percent under 
1952 levels. A 2 percent luxury tax on 
television receivers and the more ex- 
pensive models of refrigerators, radios, 
and washing machines, which went into 
effect near the end of the month, was 
reported to be discouraging customer 
interest further. 

Sales of automobiles and trucks were 
estimated to be,about 25 percent under 
the preceding. year. Low-priced 1953 
passenger cars however, were reported 
to be selling well, but the higher priced 
models and trucks moved very slowly. 
The delinquency rate on- automobile 


— payments was up about 10 per- 
cent. 


Sugar Industry Dispute Settled 


The most important labor develop- 
ment in January was the Government- 
decreed settlement of a controversy in 
the sugar industry over pay and work- 
ing conditions for the 1953 crop. The in- 
dustry, concerned about the soft world 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Colombia To Have Control of Enterprises 


Financed by Government-Guarantee 


The National Government of Colom- 
bia, by decree-law No. 53 of January 
14, is to have a majority representation 
on the Board of Directors of enterprises 
financed by loans, either domestic or 
foreign, guaranteed by the Government. 
This majority representation includes 
principles as well as alternates. 

The Government will also name the 
fiscal auditor and his alternate, and 
the enterprises will be under its control 


until such time as the Government- 


guaranteed loans are repaid. 


All entities that come under the pur- 
view of the new decree-law must modify 
their statutes within 60 days following 
the effective date of the legislation, the 
provisions of which will be implemented 
by the Superintendency of Corporations. 

The decree-law does not refer to loans 
guaranteed by the Bank of the Republic 





Gasoline Rationing 


Abolished in Spain 


Gasoline rationing was abolished 
throughout Spain on January 1, and the 
retail price of both regular and high- 
test gasoline was fixed at 5.50 pesetas 
a liter. 

Operators of private automobiles 
formerly could purchase regular gaso- 
line with ration cards at 5 pesetas a 
liter and were permitted to purchase 
additional quantities without limit at 
6.50 pesetas a liter. High-test gasoline 
could be purchased for an additional 
0.40 peseta a liter. 

The new regulations abolish the dis- 
count of 1 peseta a liter previously 
granted for gasoline purchased for agri- 
cultural purposes or for use of the fish- 
ing fleet. Various discounts formerly 
given for gasoline to be used in official 
automobiles were also abolished. One 
price now prevails for all types of users 
and for the two grades of automobile 
gasoline. 

Complete abolition of gasoline ration- 
ing was made possible by the increased 
production of, the REPESA refinery 
near Cartagena, which had a throughput 
of about 30,000 barrels of crude oil a day 
in the last quarter of 1952. 

REPESA gasoline delivered to the 
Government Petroleum Monopoly to- 
taled 110,355 metric tons in the first 
9 months of 1952, according to official 
Statistics. These deliveries, together 
with those from the CEPSA refinery in 
Tenerife, are considered sufficient to 
supply present Spanish requirements. 
Deliveries from these two refineries of 
fuel oil, diesel oil, and kerosene are also 
understood to be sufficient to meet 
present domestic requirements.—Emb., 
Madrid, 
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Loans 


or other Colombian Government agen- 
cies but only to those guaranteed by 
the National Government itself. At 
present the order affects only the Paz 
de Rio steel mill, for which the National 
Government has guaranteed a $25,000,- 
000 equipment credit extended by 
French banking interests. 

Although the Government provided 
the initial financing of the Paz de Rio 
project and until recently was its prin- 
cipal stockholder, through an arrange- 
ment whereby purchase of shares in the 
project is compulsory for all Colombians 
whose taxable annual income exceeds 
10,000 pesos private share holdings in 
the steel mill now exceed those held 
by the Government. However, the Gov- 
ernment, instead of taking steps to 
relinquish its control over Paz de Rio 
by the end of this year, has now in- 
dicated its intention of retaining con- 
trol of the project.—Emb., Bogota. 





Issuance of Greenland 
Currency Delegated 


The sole right to issue, put into cir- 
culation, or retire Greenland notes and 
fractional currency has been transferred 
to the Royal Greenland Trade, a Dan- 
ish governmental agency, by the Danish 
Minister of State. 


The transfer was effected by decree 
No. 5 of January 16. 


Notes and currency issued under the 
decree are to be legal tender in trans- 
actions between individuals and for 
payments to or from official agencies, 
ree cannot be used outside Green- 
and. 


Rules governing acceptance of foreign 
exchange by official agencies, as well as 
other regulations concerning means of 
payment employed in Greenland, super- 
seding conflicting previous regulations, 
are to be established by the Royal 
Greenland Trade. 


Credit instruments issued by the Min- 
istry of State before January 1, 1953, 
will cease to be valid on and after 
April 1. 





Indonesian Government To 
Operate Bangka Tin Mines 


The Indonesian Government will not 
renew its management contract with 
Gemeenschappelijke Mijnbouwmaat- 
schappij Billiton (GMB) for the Bang- 
ka tin mines, which was to expire on 
February 28 the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs has announced. 

These Government-owned mines have 
been operated by GMB, a company in 
which private capital is invested, in ac- 
cordance with a contract arranged in 





WeEsT GERMAN Fi 
LEGISLATIVE BWEWS 


Recent legislative developments in 
the Federal Republic of Germany of 
significance to traders and potential in- 
vesters are summarized: 


Legislation Promulgated 


First Law for the Promotion of the 
Capital Market, December 15, 1952.— 
Provides a maximum tax on _ bonds 
bearing fixed rates of interest. 

Law Concerning Capital Movements, 
December 15, 1922.—Requires a license 
for the issuance of securities exceeding 
1,000,000 deutschemarks. This law is 
an extension of previous legislation 
which has expired. 


Law Repealing the Dividend Ordi- 
nance, December 15, 1952.—Lifts the 
previous requirement that dividends dis- 
tributed may not exceed 6 percent of 
capital. 

Law on the Marketing of Milk Prod- 
ucts and Fats, Amendment, December 
10, 1952.—Authorizes the Federal Gov- 
ernment to regulate prices, production 
margins, and terms of payment and 
delivery of butter, lard, and other edi- 
ble fats. 

Deutschemark Balance Law, Amend- 
ment, December 20, 1952.—Provides 
that firms dissolved under the Deutsche- 
mark Balance Law may be revived, 
and regulates the issue of stock denomi- 
nated in deutschemarks to _ replace 
reichsmark stock. 

Law Concerning the Convention Be- 
tween Germany and Italy for the Pro- 
tection of Industrial Property Rights, 
December 5, 1952.—Provides for the re- 
establishment of industrial property 
rights beyond the scope of Allied High 
Commission Law No. 8. 

Law Concerning New Customs Rates 
vis-a-vis Spain, December 23, 1952.— 
Converts certain specific duty rates to 
an ad valorem basis. 

In addition, ordinances were issued 
which eliminate price ceilings on im- 

(Continued on Page 21) 








1948. On March 1 they were to come 
under Government operation. 

In recent years the Bangka mines 
have accounted for almost two-thirds of 
Indonesian production of tin concen- 
trates. 

No announcement has been made re- 
garding renewal of the tin mining con- 
cessions held by GMB at Bilitung (Billi- 
ton), the second largest tin-producing 
area in Indonesia, which also were due 
to expire at the end of February. The 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, however, 
is reported to be negotiating with the 
company and to feel that cooperation 
between the Government and GMB will 
be continued. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Venezuela Issues New 
Animal Import Order 


Venezuela has issued new regulations 
for the importation of live animals, in- 
cluding poultry and hatching eggs. 

The new regulations, contained in res- 
olution No. 1 of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, Ministry of Agriculture, and 
published in the Official Gazette on 
February 2, 1953, supplant those of 
June 20, 1952. Although no effective 
date is given, the general Venezuelan 
practice is to make such regulations 
effective upon publication unless stated 
otherwise. 

Although the new regulations are 
similar to those of June 20, 1952, they 
differ in some. details. For example: 

e@ All live animal imports now re- 
quire import permits issued by the Di- 
vision of Animal Hygiene, Bureau of 
Animal Industry. 

@ Each importation now requires a 
certificate of health issued by a Gov- 
ernment veterinarian of country of ori- 
gin, or by a private veterinarian pro- 
vided the certificate is authenticated by 
an official Government veterinarian. 
All certificates must be visaed by a 
Venezuelan consular authority. 


@ All live animals brought into Ven- 
ezuela without the owner having com- 
plied with the new regulations will be 
slaughtered and incinerated without 
legal proceedings and without indemni- 
fication. The owners or importers will 
also be penalized. 


@ Import permits expire within 70 
days from date of issuance and are not 
transferrable, 


@ The requirement of immunizing 
swine against hog cholera has been 
dropped. 


@ The statement that infectious dis- 
eases have never existed in the coun- 
try of origin is no longer necessary. 
The new requirement is that the disease 
does not exist at time of shipment. 


@® The 12-month limitation on mur- 
rina and dourine has been dropped. 

Animals, such as dogs, cats, cage 
birds, and other pets brought in by 
passengers, will be submitted to quar- 
antine at the owner’s expense until 
their owners or importers comply with 
the quarantine requirements of the 
sanitary police. 

Further details of the new regulations 
may be obtained from the American 
Republics Division, Office of Interna- 
tional Trade, Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C, 

(The Venezuelan Live Animal Import 
Regulations of June 20, 1952, were an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 28, 1952, p. 26.) 
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Ethiopian Goatskin, 
Coffee Order Revised 


Up to 40 percent of all Ethiopian 
coffee and goatskin exports may now 
be sold for sterling, whereas 60 percent 
must be sold for U. S. dollars, under 
Ethiopian exchange-control regulations 


as revised by the Minister of Finance 
and effective on January 8. 


Foreign exchange remittances must 
be made to the State Bank of Ethiopia 
within 3 months of export transactions. 


Formerly, regulations required that 
all coffee and goatskins be exported 
against payment in dollars only. During 
the latter half of 1952, however, several 
exceptions to these regulations were 
authorized by the Government and lim- 
ited sales were permitted to soft- 
currency countries. 


Coffee shipments to sterling-area 
countries are expected to increase as 
a result of the new rgulation. Never- 
theless, volume of sales to the United 
States is not expected to decline appre- 
ciably, as Ethiopian prices for exports 
to sterfing countries are fixed higher 
than for shipments against payment 
in dollars; also, the 1953 coffee crop 
is expected to be larger than in pre- 
ceding years.—Emb., Addis Ababa. 





Bolivia Cancels Unused 
1951 Import Permits 


All Bolivian import permits issued 
during 1951 but not used expired as of 
January 15, 1953, the Branco Central de 
Bolivia has informed importers, and 
banks have been instructed not to make 
sales of foreign exchange to cover im- 
ports under these permits. 

For claims outstanding against these 
permits up to January 15 importers 
must present new petitions for per- 
mits, which will be charged against the 
fiscal year 1953. ‘This procedure must 
be followed before purchase of foreign 
exchange from the banks. 


In considering these claims the For- 
eign Commerce Section of the Banco 
Central will give preferential attention 
to substitute petitions accredited with 
proper documents confirming that the 
merchandise was shipped before Jan- 
uary 15. 

Foreign exchange continues to be in 
short. supply in Bolivia and delays in 
payments of imports can be expected. 





The Wapello, the largest addition to 
the Socony Vacuum Oil Co. tanker 
fleet, was launched on February 17 
at the Sun Shipbuilding and Dry Dock 
Co., Chester, Pa., Sun Shipbuilding of- 
ficials report. The tanker is said to 
have a 250,000-barrel capacity and will 
operate at 16.5 knots. 


France Carrying Out 
Iron, Steel Treaty 


Provisions of the treaty of April 18, 
1951, ratified by a French law of April 
10, 1952, instituting a European Iron 
ahd Steel Community were made ef- 
fective in France by a decree published 
in the Journal Officiel of February 10, 
1953, according to a telegram of Feb- 
ruary 13 from the American Embassy in 
Paris. 

The decree exempts from import duty 
products covered by the treaty—coal, 
iron, and steel—imported into France 
from the other member countries, Italy, 
the . Federal Republic of Germany, 
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. 
Import and export of these products to 
and from member countries without 
quantitative restriction is also author- 
ized. 

Exchange controls remain in force 
but will be met by presentation of im- 
port or export licenses issued automatic- 
ally by the Office des Changes. An im- 
port license so issued serves as assur- 
ance of allocation of exchange for pay- 
ment. An export license may be made 
conditional on an international import 
certificate and verification of import 
into country of destination. 

The provisions of the decree will be- 
come effective for various products at 
dates, established in accordance with 
treaty and convention modalities, to be 
published in the Journal ‘Officiel. They 
are not applicable to trade with non- 


European territories of member coun- 
tries. 


U. S. Eggs, Baby Chicks 
Under New Brazilian Ban 


Import into Brazil of eggs or baby 
chicks from the United States or other 
countries where the Newcastle disease 
exists is now prohibited. 


Submission of a eertificate from a 
U. S. veterinarian or public official 
stating that the chicks or eggs are 
free from the disease will not serve to 
exempt a shipment from.the import 
prohibition. 

This action was taken because of an 
outbreak in the country of what is 
believed to be Newc&stle disease. 


The Brazilian Government is reported 
to be planning construction of a quaran- 
tine station for poultry, similar to that 
for livestock, which will. permit future 
import of poultry following a detention 
period in quarantine. 








Farrell Lines of New York is consider- 
ing building two 17,000-ton air-condi- 
tioned liners for the New York-South 
African trade, John Farrell, chairman 
of the Lines, has announced, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Brazil To Simplify Its 
Consular Invoicing 


The Brazilian Government is 
planning a revision of its con- 
sular invoice regulations, with a 
view to eliminating some diffi- 
culties encountered by foreign 
traders, as well as to bringing the 
requirements into conformity 
with international agreements. 

Among the difficulties reported 
to be receiving attention are the 
penalties imposed for minor er- 
rors, the provision that duplicate 
invoices replace original copies, 
documentation of group shipments 
by air carriers, and the high con- 
sular fees. 











CHILE 


Duty Surcharge Again Increased 


The surcharge used by Chile for com- 
puting import duties, warehousing fees, 
loading and unloading levies, and other 
charges on merchandise imported into 
the country, either with free-market 
exchange or under the provisions of,its 
so-called Gold Law, has been increased 
again, this time from 2,390 percent to 
2,470 percent, Chilean customs officials 
report. 

The exchange rate to be used in 
evaluating such merchandise for tax 
purposes is understood to have been in- 
creased from 121 to 125 paper pesos to 
the dollar. 

This surcharge is imposed to com- 
pensatefor the disparity in value be- 
tween gold pesos, in which customs 
duties are stated, and paper pesos, in 
which they are collected. 

The new increases became effective on 
February 9 despite the fact that the 
former rates, published on January 27, 
were understood to apply during the 
first 2 months of 1953. The new in- 
creases have not yet been published in 
the form of an official decree—Emb., 
Santiago. 

(This revision should be made in De- 
partment of Commerce publication, 
“Application of Import Tariff System of 
Chile,” Business Information Service, 
World Trade Series, No. 51, July 1951, 
p. 4. Former rates of the surcharge 
were announced 4n Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Feb. 23, 1953, p. 11.) 


COLOMBIA 


Metal Furniture Parts Banned 


Colombia has added the following 
items to its list of prohibited imports, 
by decree No. 90 of January 17, 1953: 


Tariff item No. 739. Parts of furniture for 
household and office use, made of cast iron. 
fron, steel, or malleable cast iron, with the 
qaeaption of spring tilting mechanisms for 
revolving chairs. 


Formerly only complete and assem- 
8 











bled items of furniture of these types 
and materials were on the prohibited 
list, but parts could be imported and 
the furniture assembled in, Colombia. 
Import is still permitted of metal 


barber chairs and theater and audito-. 


rium chairs made of- steel, with seats 
and. backs Of wood, fixed or movable 
arm rests to support papers, and special 
bases to screw to the floor.—Emb., 
Bogota. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


Tax Rates Increased 


French West African transaction and 
compensation taxes have been increased 
from 2.5 to 6 percent ad valorem, by an 
order of October 20, 1952. 

With some exceptions the transaction 
tax applies to all exports and to all im- 
ported goods destined for resale in 
French West Africa. Imported goods 
intended for immediate consumption 
without resale are subject to the com- 
pensation tax. Both taxes, however, are 
leviable at the same rate, at present 6 
percent ad valorem.—Journal Officiel of 
French West Africa, Oct. 23, 1952. 


GUATEMALA 


Insecticides Require Permits 


Insecticides, fungicides, and weedkil- 
lers require import permits before they 
may be cleared through the Guatemalan 
customs, by a Customs circular effective 
January 12. 

To obtain a permit the importer must 
present to the Division of Plant Health, 
Ministry of Agriculture, a copy of the 
commercial invoice with the technical 
or chemical names of the ingredients, 
quantitative analysis, and uses. A sam- 
ple may also be required for some ship- 
ments. 


El Peten May Export Cattle 


Live cattle, refrigerated meat, and by- 
products derived from slaughtered cat- 
tle may now be exported from the 
Guatemalan Department of El Peten, by 
a resolution effective on February 4. 

The countrywide prohibition on ex- 
port of these items before that date, 
continues in effect for the remainder 
of the country. j 


HONDURAS 
Import Duties Raised 


Honduran import duties on the follow- 
ing items have been increased, by a 
decree effective on February 16. 

The new duties, together with former 
duties, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows, in lempiras per gross kilogram 
(1 lempira= US$0.50). 

No. 733-B, Belts made of wood or plastic 
wttesials, not specifically classified, 3.00 

2026-A, Combs and hair combs of plastic 
material, 4:00 (0.75). 

2101, Soles or inner soles of natural or 


synthetic rubber, in sheets or loose, 2.00 
(free). 











INDIA 
Cotton Textiles Licensed Freely 


Cotton piece goods and other manu- 
factures of cotton will continue to be 
licensed freely for exportation from 
India until the end of June 1953, the 
Government of India has announced. 

Textiles to be licensed freely include 
most types of coarse, medium-fine, and 
superfine grades of mill-made and 
powerloom cloth. 

The following exceptions are listed: 
Olive-green cloth, any fine or superfine 
cloth other than flannelette and furnish- 
ing fabrics made of folded yarn of fine 
counts for wrap and yarn of coarse or 
medium counts for weft if the count 
of wrap and weft yarn does not con- 
form to specifications given in the noti- 
fication; mineral khaki cloth; lungi 
cloth 42 to 48 inchs wide; filter cloth; 
mosquito netting; and umbrella cloth of 
coarse and medium counts, 

The only variety of wearing apparel 
banned from exportation is apparel 
made of olive-green cloth. 

Mineral khaki cloth is subject to a 
separate licensing procedure, and its ex- 
portation is restricted. 


PANAMA 
Coffee Export Prohibited 


Export of domestic coffee from 
Panama is now prohibited, by a resolu- 
tion of the Panamanian Office of Price 
Control dated February 11, to safeguard 
supplies for local requirements. 

The prohibition does not apply to de- 
livery of coffee from Panama to the 
Panama Canal Zone. 


REUNION 


Tax Reduced on Tobacco Imports 


The production tax on imports of 
manufactured tobacco into Reunion has 
been reduced, by an order of December 
1, 1952. 

The new rates and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows, 
in percent ad valorem: Smoking tobacco, 
snuff, and chewing tobacco, 42 (63); 
cigars, 35 (45); cigarettes, 34 (57).— 
Receuil des Actes Administratifs of Re- 
union, Jan. 6, 1953, 


SIERRA LEONE 
Import Duties Increased 


Import duties have been increased in 
Sierra Leone on passenger motorcars, 
motorcycles, and still wines, by an order 
_promulgated on December 18, 1952. 

New rates, in percent ad valorem un- 
less. otherwise specified, together with 
old rates, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: Passenger motorcars, British 
preferential rate, 4 (free), general rate, 
16 (12); motorcycles, British preferen- 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Hosiery Manufacturer 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


N. V. Breigoederenfabriek R. Marckx, 
a Netherlands manufacturer of hosiery, 
wishes to interest an American firm in 
investing about $100,000 to $150,000. 
Funds are desired for acquiring the 
presently occupied factory building 
which is rented from another firm, 
for expanding the building and the 
machinery it contains, for increasing 
stocks of raw materials, and for im- 
proving the financial status of the 
firm. 


The company specializes in the man- 
ufacture of sport hosiery, and its pres- 
ent, weekly production is reported to 
be approximately 12,000 pairs, with 50 
percent of output being sold on the 
Netherlands market, and 50 percent ex- 
ported to Western European countries. 


The factory building with a surface 
of 850 square yards is located on a 
site covering 9,500 square yards, and 
ample space for expansion is available. 

It is reported that sufficient labor is 
also available. The plant is now equip- 
ped with 25 electric motors, a heating 
installation, a new winding machine 
(40 spindles), 54 hosiery machines, 
finishing machines, and a complete re- 
pair. shop. 

Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate direct with N. V. Breigoeder- 
enfabriek R. Marckx, 6 Gentsevaart, 
St. Jansteen, Netherlands. 


Ceylon Invites Bids 
For Cotton Textiles 


The Government of Ceylon is inviting 
bids until April 7, from manufacturers 
and principals only, for the supply and 
delivery of the following types and 
yardages of cotton textiles: Blue drill, 
40,000; scarlet drill 3,000; white drill, 
50,000; khaki drill, 400,000; thin gray 
(unbleached) drill, 75,000; Wigan khaki 
drill, 15,000; twill khaki cotton shirt- 
ing, 25,000; green casement cloth, 7,500; 
cream casement cloth, 7,500; narrow 
blue and white striped cotton for nurses’ 
uniforms, 10,000; white cotton longcloth, 
37,000; gray calico sheeting, 60,000; 
gray calico shirting, 100,000; khaki 
waterproof duck for making raincoats, 
2,000; blue striped ticking, 90,000; and 
white (small mesh) mosquito netting, 
40,000. 

Bidding conditions, specifications, and 
samples of the fabrics desired may be 
obtained for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intellingence Di- 
vision, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 


es P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Cey- 
on, 





March 9, 1953 


Brazil's Potential Opportunities 
May Interest U. S. Investors 


The National Economic Council, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, has issued 
a list of manufacturing industries considered to be advantageous to 
the Brazilian economy, which may be of interest to U. S. investors 
seeking manufacturing opportunities in Brazil. 

Among the industries listed are raw materials, consumer goods, 


machinery and appliances, mining, agri- 
cultural, and livestock, 

Factors considered in preparing the 
list—determined by the results of a sur- 
vey made by the Council to provide in- 
formation on industries the Brazilian 
Government is particularly interested 
in developing—include the folllowing: 


@ Volume of imports of the product. 


@ Essentiality of the individual article 
produced. 


@ Availability of domestic raw ma- 
terials for the establishment of an in- 
dustry producing a specified article. 


@ Existence of know-how, or of serv- 
ices for creating know-how. 


@ Amount of investment involved. 


® Possibilities of adding to an already 
established industry, or developing the 
proposed industry in combination with 
other new industrial establishments. 

The list is classified as to industries 
which could be developed in the near 
future and those which do not lend 
themselves to early development. In- 
clusion in the latter category was based 
on such factors as large amount of 
investment required, need for substan- 
tial technical services, restricted mar- 
ket for the products of the industry, 





Ceylon Wishes To Purchase 
Galvanized Water Pipes 


The Government of Ceylon is invit- 
ing bids until «April 7 for the supply 
and delivery of galvanized-iron water 
tubes, butt welded, screwed and coupled 
in 15 to 20 feet lengths, according to 
British Standard Specifications, in the 
following quantities and sizes (inside 
diameter): 5,000 feet, % inch; 20,000 
feet, % inch; 10,000 feet, 1 inch; 20,000 
feet 1% inches; 10,000 feet, 1% inches; 
20,000 feet, 3 inches; and 500 feet, 4 
inches. 


A copy of the specifications may be 
obtained for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, U. S. Department of Commmerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Copies may also 
be obtained from the Embassy of Cey- 
lon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P, O. Box 500, Colombo, Cey- 
lon, 





and exceptional difficulties with respect 
to raw material supply. 


As specific opportunities are devel- 
oped, they will be reported in this 
section of Foreign Commerce Weekly. 
Meanwhile, interested U. S. firms may 
obtain copies of a partial list, based 
on the compilation issued by the Na- 
tional Economic Council, from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from the Department’s 
Field Offices. 

To assist potential investors in eval- 
uating possibilities for investment in 
Brazil, the Department has issued a 
study entitled “Establishing a Business 
in Brazil” (BIS, World Trade Series No. 
324) available for 40 cents from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 





Greek Institute Interested 
In Research Equipment 


The Greek Ministry of Coordination 
is interested in obtaining from Ameri- 
can manufacturers quotations and il- 
lustrated catalogs for various types of 
apparatus, equipment, and materials for 
the Institute for Geology and Subsur- 
face Research. A complete list of the 
items required may be obtained from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of ‘Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. - 

The Institute is also interested in ex- 
changing publications with U. S. firms. 
Those offered are: Geological and Geo- 
physical Research, The Geology of 
Greece, and Geological Reconnaissance. 
A complete list (in English and Greek) 
is available for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, U. S. Departement of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Correspondence on the above two sub- 
jects should be addressed to N. Papakis, 
Institute for Geology and Subsurface 
Research, Ministry of Coordination, 20 
Bouboulinas Street, Athens, Greece.. 





The first Japanese round-the-world 
passenger liner service since>the end of 
the second World War, will be opened 
next month by the Mitsui Steamship Co. 
The Mitsui ships will run to New York 
and Europe, returning to Japan via the 
Suez Canal, a company spokesman said. 


? 
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Ceylon Now in Market 
For Tea-Chest Parts 


Bids are invited until May 1 for the 
supply and delivery to the Government 
Plywood Factory, Gintota, Ceylon, for 
the following metal edgings and alumi- 
num linings for plywood tea chests: 

@ 300,000 sets of metal edgings com- 
plete with necessary nails, rivets, ten- 
ter hooks, and paper batten covers for 
plywood full tea chests, 8 batten type, 
size 19” x 19” x 24"; 

@ 300,000 sets of 0.025 mm. aluminum 
linings with interleaving paper for ply- 
wood full tea chests, 8 batten type, 
size 19” x 19” x 24”; and 

@ 40,000 sets of metal edgings com- 
plete with necessary nails, rivets, ten- 


ter hooks, and paper batten covers for 
plywood half tea chests, 8 batten type, 
size 16” x 16” x 20”. 

A copy of the specifications may be 
obtained on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Copies are also available from the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Industries and Fisheries, Colombo, Cey- 
lon, 





Pharmaceutical Chemicals 
To Be Bought by Ceylon 


The Ceylon Ministry of Health is 
inviting bids until March 31 for the 
supply and delivery of various bulk 
pharmaceutical chemicals for use in 
Government medical institutions. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
description of articles may be obtained 
for review purposes on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted to the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of Health, 
P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Ceylon. 





Egypt Invites Bids for 
Underground Cables 


The Cairo Electricity and Gas Ad- 
ministration of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment is inviting bids until March 18 
for the supply of underground high- 
tension cables. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is available for review 

on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Offers should be addressed to the 
Director General, Cairo Electricity and 
Gas Administration, 53 Fouad I Street, 
Cairo, Egypt. 





Ceylon Invites Bids for 
Supply of Army Tents 


Bids are invited by the Minis- 
try of Defence and External Af- 
fairs, in Ceylon, until May 1, from 
manufacturers and principals only, 
for the supply and delivery of 
tents for the Ceylon Army. 

A copy of the bidding conditions 
and specifications may be obtained 
for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Copies of the specifications are 
also available from the Embassy 
of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue, 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

Offers should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Defence and External Af- 
fairs, Senate Buildings, Colombo 
1, Celyon. 











Thailand To Purchase 
Railroad Equipment 


The Railway Administration of Thai- 
land invites bids until May 28 for 
three locomotive breakdown cranes and 
match trucks with a loading capacity of 
35 metric tons for meter-gage track. 

A copy of the conditions for bidding 
and specifications is available for~re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
— of Commerce, Washington: 25, 

Interested American manufacturers 
may obtain these tender conditions and 
specifications from the Stores Division, 
Railway Administration of Thailand, 
Bangkok, Thailand, subject to a charge 
of 500 baht. 

Bids should be addressed to the Of- 
fice of the Stores Superintendent, State 
a of Thailand, Bangkok, Thai- 
and, 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In the United States 
Embroideries: 


France — Societe Raymond Thiery 
(manufacturer of machine-made em- 
broideries, owner of patterns and de- 
signs), 33 rue Nationale, Villers-Out- 
reaux (Nord), offers its processes, 
techniques, and designs for the manu- 
facture and sale in the United States 
of machine-made embroideries, 


Tiles: 
Italy—Della Coletta & Figli (manu- 


facturer of titles and mosaics), Piazza 
della Chiesa No, 4, Orsago (Treviso), 
offers its patents, processes, and techni- 
ques for the production in the United 
States of a reportedly new type of title, 
made of wood fiber compounded with 
hydraulic adhesive materials, resulting 
in a waterproof, hard, light, warm, and 
shiny finish. Firm states flooring weighs 
between 26 and 30 pounds per square 


yard and that no special floor founda- 
tion is required. 


In Foreign Countries 


Textile Products: 

France — Societe Raymond Thiery 
(manufacturer of machine-made, em- 
broideries, owner of patterns and de- 
signs), 33 rue Nationale, Villers-Out- 
reaux (Nord), wishes to be licensed 
by an American firm for the manu- 
facture and distribution in France and 
other European countries of textile 
products which could be manufactured 
with its present facilities. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists. or sam- 
ples, is avatlable in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, # . Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


Agricultural Equipment: 

Netherlands — Prins Landbouwwerk- 
tuigen en Machinefabriek N. V. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), E 85 Rondweg, 
Dokkum, offers to export direct or 
through agent agricultural implements, 
wheels, and axles. Illustrated leaflets 
and price list available.* 


Construction Materials: 

Netherlands—N.V. Ingenieursbureau 
voor Bouwnijverheid (constructor of 
concrete, wood, and prefabricated build- 
ings), 2-8 Hoge Morsweg, Oegstgeest, 
offers to export direct prefabricated 
buildings and wooden building items. 
Local inspection may be arranged by 
agreement with purchaser. 


Cork Products: 

Denmark—Max Fodgaard A/S (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 6 Chr. 
Richardtsvej, Copenhagen V., offers to 
export direct or through regional agents 
(excluding California), first-quality cork 
parquet (flooring titles) in light and 


dark shades. Specifications: 11 13/16” . 


by 11 13/16”, thickness 5/16”, with 
tongues and grooves. 

Foodstuffs: 

Ceylon—Ferguson & Co. (Ceylon), 


(export merchant), 28 Prince Street, 
Colombo 11, offers to export direct or 
through agent tea, desiccated coconut, 
and spices, 


Household Goods: 
Israel — J. Fridman & Sons, Ltd. 
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(manufacturer), 11-12 MHahalutzim 
Street, Tel Aviv, offers to export direct 
or through agent 20 metric tons monthly 
of polished, pure aluminum household 
and kitchen utensils, including pots, 
pans, bowls, basins, pails, plates, dishes, 
strainers, and kettles. 


Lumber? 


Austria — Danubius Holzplattenwerk 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer), Rosenau am 
Hengstpass, Post Windischgarsten, Prov- 
ince of Upper Austria, wishes to ex- 
port direct, except to the west coast, 
plywood and panel boards and plywood 
doors (Sperrholzvollraumtueren), quan- 
tity according to order. 

Canada—Buckvale Industries (manu- 
facturer, exporter), P.O. Box 59, Spruce- 
dale, Ontario, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents in western New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan, 
carload lots of dimension lumber (cut 
to size) and box shooks, available in 
maple, birch, spruce, hemlock, and pine. 


Machintry: 

Denmark—J. Bang Cruse (sole export 
agent), 24 Nybrogade, Copenhagen, of- 
fers to export direct or through regional] 
agents in the eastern, mid-western, 
western, and southern areas, steel or 
stainless-steel vapor degreasing plants 
in various sizes. Agents having con- 
tracts with metalworking plants are 
desired. Illustrated leaflets available.* 


Japan—K. K. Maruwa Shoten (Ma- 
ruwa Co., Ltd.), (export merchant and 
manufacturer’s representative),, 11 Nis- 
hikicho, 2-chome, Kanda, Chiyoda-ku, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent each month 3,000 sewing ma- 
chines, including HA 1, three-quarter, 
link motion, and zig-zag types. Inspec- 
tion by the Japanese Sewing Machine 
Inspection Association, or independent 
inspection as requested by buyer at 
his expense. 


Materials Handling Equipment: 

Netherlands—M. J. Troost Shceeps- 
victualien (manufacturer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 147-148 Prins Hendrikkade, 
Rotterdam,. offers to export direct steel 
and rope nets and aluminum pallets, 
suitable for stevedoring. Leaflet and 
photographs available.* 


Oils: 

Ceylon—Ferguson & Co. (Ceylon), 
(export merchant), 28 Prince Street, 
Colombo 11, offers to export direct or 
through agent copra and coconut oil, 
quantity according to order. 

France—Huilerie ._Nouvelle, S.A. 
(manufacturer, importer, exporter, 
wholesaler), 10 rue des Heros, Marseille, 
offers to export direct first-grade oils 
(ricin, copra, and edible), 

Optical Goods: 

Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter, purchasing agent), 
187-188 Am Wall, Bremen, offers to 
export direct or through regional agents 
in the southern, western, and mid- 
western areas optical goods, including 
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spectacle lenses, sunglasses, opera 
glasses, and fieldglasses. Detailed list 
available.* 


Japan—K. K. Maruwa Shoten (Ma- 
ruwa Co., Ltd.), (export merchant and 
manufacturer’s representative), 11 Ni- 
shikicho, 2-chome, Kanda, Chiuoda-ku, 
Tokyo, offers to export direct or through 
agent optical goods, such as binoculars, 
telescopes, telephoto lenses for movie 


cameras, gun scopes, and other optical 
lenses. 


Pharmaceutical Products: 

Germany—W. Picken & Co. G.m.b.H. 
(exporter, importer, manufacturer), 48 
Grossestrasse, Damme/Oldb., offers to 
export direct or through regional agents 
in the eastern and western areas phar- 
maceutical specialties, such as vitamin 
preparations, insulin preparations, cal- 
cium gluconate, strophanthin and stro- 
phantho-glucose, harmones, and procaine 
and caffeine preparations, quantity ac- 
cording to order. Booklet “Therapeutic 
Notes” available.* 


Photographic Equipment: 

Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter, purchasing agent), 
187-188 Am Wall, Bremen, offers to 
export direct or through regional agents 
in the southern, western, and mid- 
western areas photographic equipment, 
such as cameras, projectors, and photo- 
graphic accessories. Detailed list avail- 
able.* 

Japan—K. K. Maruwa Shoten (Ma- 
ruwa Co., Ltd.), (export merchant and 
manufacturer’s representative), 11 Ni- 
shikicho, 2-chome, Kanda, Chiyoda-ku, 
offers to export cameras direct or 
through agent. 


Precision Instruments: 

Germany—C. F. Corssen & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter, purchasing agent), 
187-188 Am Wall, Bremen, offers.to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
in the southern, western, and mid-west- 
ern areas fine miechanical equipment, 
including survey, meteorological, surgi- 
cal, and clinical instruments. Detailed 
list available.* 


Rattan: ‘ 

Netherlands—Handelsonderneming J. 
van den Berge (é€xporter, transit 
agent), 52 Eendrechtsweg, Rotterdam, 
offers to export direct 100-pound units 
of Indonesian rattan, suitable for fur- 
niture and other articles. Official in- 
spection not customary, but inspection 


by licensed rattan experts available 
locally. 


Rubber: 
Ceylon—Ferguson & Co. (Ceylon), 
(export merchant), 28 Prince Street, 


Colombo 11, offers to export rubber 
direct or through agent. 


Soap: 

France—Huilerie Nouvelle, S.A. (man- 
ufacturer, importer, wholesaler, export- 
er), 10 rue des Heros, Marseille, offers 
to export first-grade soaps direct. 
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France—Huileries A. Roux & Savon- 
neries J. B. Paul (manufacturer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler), 9 rue Sainte Vic- 
toire, Marseille, offers to export direct 
or through agent first-grade white 
laundry soap, castille soap, and deter- 
gents in flakes. 

Stones (Precious): 

Israel— Moshe Schnitzer (manufac- 
turer and export merchant), 3 Ahuzat 
Bayit Street, Tel Aviv, offers to export 
direct, except to New York City, all 


grades and colors of diamonds, unset 
and eight cuts. 


Textiles: 


England — H. Hawkridge (Fabrics), 
Ltd. (retailer, exporter, sales agent), 
George Street, Mytholmroyd, Halifax, 
Yorkshire, offers to export direct or 
through agent 48-inch-wide nylon fur 
fabric with cotton backing. 

Tools: 

Israel—iIndustrial Diamond Tools Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer of diamond tools), 
10 Hasharon Street, Tel Aviv, offers to 
export direct or through agent indus- 
trial diamond tools, including grinding 
wheel dressers, shaped tools, and cold 
pressed diamond tools, quantity accord- 
ing to order. 


Yarns: 

Netherlands—N. V. Textielfabrieken 
Verschuuren-Piron (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 259 Kopingeboeven, Tilburg, 
offers to export direct hair yarns, suit- 
able for the carpet industry. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Alcoholic Beverages: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distribu- 
tor, retailer, wholesaler, and hotel sup- 
plier), No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or Obtain agency for alcoholic 
beverages, including wines and spirits. 

Clothing: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distribu- 
tor, retailer, wholesaler, and hotel sup- 
plier), No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or obtain agency for wearing ap- 
parel. 

Foodstuffs: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 
No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for coffee, cocoa, butter, 
cheese, confectionery, and canned and 
bottled goods. 


Household Appliances: 
Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
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OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 
No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for household electrical 
appliances, including radio and tele- 
vision sets. 


Metal Products: 


Israel — J. Fridman & Sons, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of aluminum and stain- 
less steel and ceramic wares), 11-12 
Hahalutaim Street, Tel Aviv, wishes to 
purchase direct each month 20 tons of 
aluminum sheets, 99 ta 99.5 percent, 
soft. 


Naval Stores: 

Japan—Seiko Chemical Industry Co. 
Ltd. (Seiko Kagaku Kogyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha), (manufacturer and _ whole- 
saler), Room 666 Marunouchi Bldg., 
Marunouchi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku; wishes 
to purchase direct annually 1,500 metric 
tons of crude pine gum, suitable for the 
paper manufacturing industry. 


Pharmaceutical Products: 

Germany—W. Picken & Co., G.m.b.H. 
(importer, exporter, manufacturer), 48 
Grossestrasse, Damme?/Oldb., wishes to 
purchase antibiotics direct. 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 
No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct 
obtain agency for drugs. 


Sporting Goods: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 
No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct 
sporting goods. 


Stationery Products: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 
No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchas direct 
stationery products. 


Toilet Articles: 

Japan—Shirokiya Department Store, 
OSS Department (importing distributor, 
retailer, wholesaler, and hotel supplier), 


No. 9, Tori 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for toilet preparations, 
razors, and blades. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Chemicals: 

Italy — Bosco & Botto (agent), 26 
Strada Guido Volante, Turin, wishes to 
obtain agency for chemical products, 
suitable for the textile, tanning, and 
dyeing industries. 

Clocks: 

Mexico—Eugenio Vidor Sucr., Rep- 
resentante de Fabricas (manufacturer’s 
agent), Mayorazgo 1035 and Adolfo 


Prieto 1035, Mexico 12, D.F., wishes to 
obtain agency for wall and desk clocks, 
either battery or combination of battery 
and electrical types. 


Machinery: 


Jordan—Rawas Bros. (importer, re- 
tailer, wholesaler), P.O. Box 164, Am- 
man, wishes to obtain agency for agri- 


cultural machinery and _ equipment, 
diesel generating sets, and irrigation 
machinery and equipment, such as 


motors, pumps, and pipes. 

Union of South Africa—K. F. Al- 
brecht & Co., S.A. (Pty), Ltd., (manu- 
facturer’s representative), 44 Riebeeck 
Street, Capetown, wishes to obtain 
agency for canning equipment and high- 
speed seamers. 


Metal Products: 


Israel—-Raphael Meltz (manufactur- 
er’s agent and commission merchant), 
87 Allenby Road, Tel Aviv, wishes to 
obtain agency for plain and corrugated 
aluminum sheets, 24- to 26-gage. 


Oils and Fats: 

France—C. Giraud ‘& Cie. (broker), 
33 rue Paradis, Marseille, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for 1,000 to 1,200 tons of 
oils and fats monthly. 

Optical Goods: 

Canada—Clifford W. Andrews (man- 


ufacturer’s agent), 192 Pacific Avenue, 
Toronto, Ontario, wishes to obtain 
agency for optical goods and specialties, 
including uncut lenses, blanks, sun, field, 
and magnifying glasses, frames, and 
cases. 


Pharmaceutical Products: 


Germany—W. Picken & Co., G.m.b.H. 
(importer, exporter, manufacturer), 48 
Grossestrasse, Damme/Oldb., wishes to 
obtain agency for pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts. 

Italy—Res Medicis S.r.l. (importer, 
retailer, exporter, manufacturer, sales 
agent), 1 Via Brembo, Milan, wishes 
to abtain agency for raw materials and 
semifinished products, suitable for the 
pharmaceutical industry. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








France—Jean Francois Berry, repre- 
senting Societe Alsacienne de Construc- 
tions Mecaniques, rue de la Fonderie, 
Mulhouse, (Haut-Rhin), seeks U. S. 


market for French textile machinery 
and requests technical information on 
the wool textile industry. Was scheduled 
to arrive March 1, via New York, for 
an indefinite period. U. S. address: c/o 
Atkinson Haserick & Co., 211 Congress 
Street, Boston 6, Mass. Itinerary: Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, and Pitts- 
burgh. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Teijiro Fukunaga, represent- 
ing Takeda Pharmaceutical Industries, 
Ltd., 2-chome, Doshomachi, Higashi-ku, 
Osaka, is interested in importing anti- 
biotics and pharmaceuticals, as well as 
obtaining technical information along 
this line. Was scheduled to arrive Feb- 
ruary 16, via Seattle, for a visit of 7 
to 8 weeks. U. S. address: c/o American 
Cyanamid Co., Lederle Laboratories 
Division, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Washington. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. k 





Argentine Small-Grain Crops 
(Continued from Page 4) 


eral the market remained fairly active 
on a moderate but satisfactory scale. 
Active bidding by domestic mills 
pushed apparel wool prices too high for 
U. S. buyers, but European countries 
showed less resistance. The export tax 
exemption on wool was extended to 
June 30, 1953, and the preferential ex- 
change rate accorded sales with pay- 
ment in dollars or sterling was extended 
to all wool sales. 

The establishment of a new economic 
consulting board to advise the Presi- 
dent on economic questions was an- 


nounced. The board will be composed of 
four representatives each from industry, 
labor, and Government, and will meet 
monthly. One of the first questions to 
be considered by the board will be the 
future Government wage policy. 


An intense public campaign was under 
way during the month to diffuse in- 
formation on the second 5-year plan 
which began January 1, 1953. In gen- 
eral, the impression was confirmed 
officially that development of the plan 
will proceed slowly and that resulting 
expenditures will be proportionately 
small during the present year. 


A resolution of the tax collecting 
office of the Ministry of the Treasury, 


dated January 16, 1953, announced that 
accrued taxes owed by firms or indi- 


viduals in 1952 could be paid in install- 
ments up to 12 months upon applica- 
tion, and without penalty, provided that 
final payment was made by the end of 
1953,. Because of the credit stringency, 
restriction of import permits, and gen- 
eral reduction of business volume last 
year a great many firms were unable 
to pay taxes then due. Although no gen- 
eral deferment was at that time con- 
ceded by the Government, its subse- 
quent treatment of nonpayers has been 
lenient. The present disposition was de- 
signed to collect these arrears in orderly 
fashion.—Emb., Buenos Aires, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 








wot 


7a og 3 








A TET, ait 








TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Chile Plans 2-Billion 
Peso Highway Program 


Chile has 2,074,800,000 pesos available 
for highway construction in 1953, ae- 
cording to an announcement by the 
Ministry of Public Works. 

This money is to be spent principally 
on paving important sections of the 
main north-south highway which north 
of Santiago is known as the Pan Ameri- 
can Highway, and south as the Longi- 
tudinal Highway. 


South from Santiago, the highway is 
paved through to San Javier, a town 
21 kilometers south of the provincial 
capital of Talca. Plans call\for paving 
the next 300 kilometers south to Los 
Angeles, capital of the Province of Bio- 
Bio. 

This program, which may be finished 
by the end of 1953 or, at the latest, by 
March 1954, will link the important 
cities of Linares, Parral, and Chillan 
té6 the captial by paved highway. 

The plan for the Pan American High- 
way, on which the Government has 
been spending approximately 50 million 
pesos a month in the past year, in- 
cludes completion of paving the entire 
distance of 575 kilometers from Santi- 
ago to La Serena this year. Only about 
255 kilometers of this distance have 
been paved. 

The section near the La Serena end 
involves the removal in part of two 
hills. To speed up work in this area, 
the Highway Department of the Minis- 
try of Public Works is requésting an 
Export-Import Bank loan in order to 
purchase highway and _ earth-moving 
machinery valued at US$2,000,000. 

Various provincial highways, most of 
which are feeders to the north-south 
highway,-are included in this total es- 
timated expenditure for 1953. The 
principal one of these projected improve- 
ments is the paving of the 123-kilometer 
stretch from Florida via Bulnes to 
Chillan, which will complete the pav- 
ing of the Talcahuano-Concepcion-Chil- 
lan highway. 





Paraguay's Contract With 
Central Railway Extended 


The terms of decree-law No. 8, of 
January 19, 1952, have been extended 
for the current calendar year, by de- 
cree-law No. 54, published in El Pais 
on January 21, 1953. 

Decree-law No. 8 stipulates that until 
a new contract can be made between 
the Paraguayan Government and the 
Ferrocarril Central del Paraguay 
(F.C.C.P.), the latter shall carry mail 
gratis, and government officials, troops, 
and certain other passengers, at half 
fare and, in turn, the railway will be 
exempt from most national and munici- 
pal taxes, 


March 9, 1953 


Commercial TV Developing in Britain 


The most significant development in 
the field of advertising in Britain dur- 
ing the past year was that of com- 
mercial television, according to the 
1952 annual report of the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce. Twenty-seven 
large commercial organizations, includ- 
ing national newspapers, have filed ap- 
plications with the Postmaster General 
for the necessary licenses. ‘ 

News has already been given of the 
Associated Broadcast Developmenf*'Com- 
pany, which plans to build up to 50 


television stations throughout the . 


country as soon as the law ailows. It 
is said that these stations may have a 
radius of 10 to 15 miles, and their value 
as an advertising medium may be 
judged on the basis that in some parts 
of Britain areas of this size might 
provide an audience of 500,000 or more. 

The report further states that the 
Assistant Postmaster General has in- 
formed the House of Commons as fol- 
lows: 

“The Television Advisory Committee 
will advise the PM-G of frequencies 
available for the service which the 
sponsored stations will operate. It is 
almost entirely a technical committee. 
It has nothing whatever to do with 
advising the PM-G who shall have a 
license for a sponsored station. It will 
also advise about very high frequencies 
and whether we shall have amplitude 
or frequency modulation. 

“The Government adheres to its policy 





Portuguese Freighter 
To Serve Colonies 


The 2,212-gross-ton freighter, Cos- 
teiro Terceiro, has been assigned to 
permanent service between the Cape 
Verde Islands and Portuguese Guinea 
by the Sociedade Geral de Comercio 
Industria, et Transportes, according to 
the Lisbon press. 

It is understood that this vessel will 
perform cabotage between the various 
islands of the Cape Verde archipelago 
during between-trip periods of the Sao- 
Vicente (C.V.I.)-Bissao (Guinea) sched- 
ule. 

This inter-island service should prove 
especially useful in establishing a de- 
pendable transport link between Sao 
Vicente and Sol Island, the site of 
Portugal’s major South Atlantic inter- 
national airport. 

Since World War II, the only good 
means of transport to the mainland 
from Sao Vicente has been by way of 
the small freighters of the Sociedade 
Geral, which called at both Sao Vicente 
and Bissao on periodic round-trip itin- 
eraries from Lisbon, The carriage of 
passengers and freight between these 
two points depended on the space still 
available aboard the freighters. 


that the BBC monopoly in: television 
shall no longer be allowed to continue. 
Under certain safeguards and certain 
conditions an element of competition by 
television based on advertising revenue 
shall be permitted. The Government is 
opposed to. a monopoly in _ television. 
This policy does not mean that BBC is 
to be interfered with. There are certain 
conditions to be fulfilled before spon- 
sored service comes into operation.” 


Ship-Line Conference 
Announces New Tariff 


A contract-noncontract system has 
been introduced for shippers, effective 
February 1, 1953, according to an 
announcement by the Japan-Persian 
Gulf-Japan Conference covering the 
trade from the Persian Gulf, Karachi, 
Bombay, and Madras to Hong Kong and 
Japan, and vice versa. 

All shippers from whom signed forms 
were received by the secretaries on or 
before January 31 are entitled to re- 
ceive the benefit of contract rates up 
to and including May 31, 1953, whereas 
normally rate increases will take effect 
after the expiration of the month dur- 
ing which notice is given and 2 calendar 
months thereafter. 

The Japan-Persian Gulf-Japan Con- 
ference includes the following shipping 
lines: 

American President Lines, Ltd. 
Agents, Forbes, Forbes Campbell & 
Co., Ltd. 

British India Steam Navigation Co., 
Ltd. Agents, Mackinnon, Mackenzie, 
& Co., Ltd. 

Everett Star Line. 
Nixon & Co., Ltd. 

Maersk Line. Agents, Bombay Co., 
Ltd. 

Mitsui Line. Agents, Wallem & Co, 
India. \ 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha Co. Agents, 
James Mackintosh & Co., Ltd. 

Osaka Shosen Kaisha. Agents, Marine 
Transport Co., Ltd. 

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi- 
gation Co. Agents, Mackinnon, Mac- 
kenzie & Co., Ltd. 

Yamashita Kisen Kaisha. Agents, 
Great Eastern Shipping Co., Ltd. 





Agents, Killick 





The effective date of a 20 percent sur- 
charge voted by member lines of the 
North Atlantic Mediterranean Freight 
Conference on cargoes shipped to Izmir, 
Turkey, has again been postponed, this 
time from April 1 to May 1, the Con- 
ference reports. 

Improvement in conditions at the 
port are cited as the factor which 
brought about postponement of the 
higher charges. ‘The conference had 
complained of congested conditions and 
detention of vessels at the Turkish port. 
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TV Industry in Cuba 
Expected To Double 


Cuba’s television industry is expected 
to double in size this year. Industry 
sources estimate an audience of nearly 
500,000 at present. 

Channels 2, 4, 5, 6, and 9 are now in 
use, and channels 3, 7, and 11 will be 
brought into service in 1953. 

The largest television station, CMQ- 
TV» which uses channel 6, is in Ha- 
bana, When installation of its micro- 
wave relay towers is completed simul- 
taneous transmissions may be sent the 
full length of the Island. Microwave 
installation now reaches as far as Santa 
Clara, some 180 miles east of Habana, 
where a substation on channel 5 has 
been completed. 

Chanel 2, Santiago; channel 5, Santa 
Clara; channel 6, Camaguey; and chan- 
nel 9, Matanzas serve as relay stations 
for the CMQ-TV network. 

Union Radio-TV operates on channel 
4 in Habana and is‘connected with the 
newspaper El Mundo. This station is 
also installing microwave towers on the 
Island. 

Several new Cuban television stations 
are planned for 1953. Channel 7, in 
Habana, began operation early in Feb- 
ruary with 5 hours of films and news 
every night. In March channel 7 will 
expand to 8-hour programs, which will 
include sports coverage and later studio 
programs. 

An American-owned station, now un- 
der construction in midtown Habana, 
will operate on channel 11 as TV-El 
Caribe. Tranmissions are expected to 
begin by May. 

Telemundo (Habana), operating on 
channel 2, is expected to be in operation 
in late February. It will have a micro- 
wave link-up with the relay station at 
Santa Clara, which will use channel 3. 
This station will transmit during the 
evening hours only, and its owner is 
planning the leasing of its time to 
advertising agencies which would pro- 
vide their own shows. 

Radio Habana Cuba (RHC), also 
known as Cadena Azul (Blue Net- 
work), is contemplating entering the 
television field. However, definite infor- 
mation concerning its plans have not 
been announced. 





Plans for New Railway 


In Venezuela Studied 

Proposals by three groups of Vene- 
zuelan construction firms for building 
a railway between Puerto Cabello and 
Barquisimeto are being studied by the 
Communications Ministry and the auto- 
nomous State Railways Administration 
Institute. 

The 187-kilometer track is expected 
to cost 45 million bolivares. Its con- 
struction would be the first step toward 
carrying out the Government’s plan for 
a national railway network, 
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Ireland's Fenit Harbor 
Soon To Be Reopened 


Reconstruction of Ireland’s Fenit 
Harbor, County Kerry’s principal sea- 
port, is tentatively scheduled to reach 
completion early this year. The main 
features of the £200,000 (US$560,000) 
harbor development plan include the 
construction of a reinforced concrete 
viaduct, extension of the main pier, 
resurfacing of quays, and increasing 
deep-water accommodations. 

Facilities also are being installed to 
enable heavy trucks, rail carriers, and 
steam cranes to go alongside vessels on 
all quays. New low-water depths along- 
side the main pier and deep-water 
berth will be 22 and 30 feet, respec- 
tively. A modern and well-equipped 
cold-storage and chilling plant of mod- 
erate dimensions recently erected near 
the quays will serve harbor shipping. 

Prior to 1939 Fenit Harbor was ac- 
tive in shipping trade with ports in 
South America, United Kingdom, Bel- 
gium, Germany, and Sweden. The har- 
bor was closed in 1941 because of the 


excessive need of repair of its port fa- 
cilities. 


New Zealand's Electric 
Power Rates Increased 


Effective April 1, retail electric-power 
charges in New Zealand will be in- 
creased by 20 to 40 percent, depending 
upon locality. 

This follows an increase of an aver- 
age of 50 percent in the charge being 
made by the State Hydro Electric De- 
partment for power supplied to local 
authorities. In New Zealand, power au- 
thorities serving local areas purchase 
power in bulk from the State. The in- 
crease in bulk rates varies, so the local 
rates will not all rise equally. 








U. Marine 

s. IVEARINE IWEWS 

U. S. east coast-Upper Amazon River 
steamship service was resumed with the 
sailing of the Peruvian freighter 
Tumbes from New York to Iquitos on 
the first direct voyage since prewar 
days. 

Iquitos, in the Peruvian Province of 
Loreto, is farther upriver than any 
other deep water port in the world, 
lying 2,116 miles upstream from the 
port of Belem on the Atlantic. Although 
only 400 miles from the Pacific Ocean 
and 640 miles northeast of Callao, its 
commerce is carried to the Atlantic 
over the Amazon River. 





Newtex Steamship Company has been 
granted permanent authority by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission to 
transport crude sulfur from Galveston, 
Tex., and Port Sulphur, La., to North 
Atlantic ports. The company has held 
the authority on a temporary basis 
since June 1951, 

A definite need for the service has 
been established, the Commission said. 





Defense Production Administration 
has announced that it has approved tax 
benefits to assist the T. H. Browning 
Steamship Co. of Detroit to enter the 
ocean ore-carrying trade. 

The announcement indicates -that the 
firm will build three freighters for this 
purpose at an estimated cost of $6,000,- 
000 each, 





American President Lines has an- 
nounced that it is negotiating for a 
third trans-Pacific passenger ship. Ne- 
gotiations have been conducted with 
the Maritime Administration .and the 
Navy Department, the company reports. 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Television developments in 38 for- 
eign nations are reviewed in a pam- 
phiet just issued by the Office of In- 
ternational Trade. The publication is 
expected to be of special interest to 
television manufacturers and broad- 
casters, equipment manufacturers, 
and the music-recording and film in- 
dustries. 

The report, which is a resume of 
developments through 1952, indicates 
that in all but 3 of the 38 nations 
television stations are in operation, 

~under construction, in the experi- 
mental stage, or under active con- 
sideration. In the other 3 the subject 





TV Developments in 38 Countries Reviewed; 
5 Western Nations Use U. S. Standards 


is still being discussed. 

Five countries in the Western 
Hemisphere—Canada, Brazil, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, and Mexico— 
employ the same standard, 525 lines, . 
30 frames, as does the United States, 
which permits a direct exchange of 
programs. 

The pamphlet, “Foreign Television 
Developments,” is published as No. 
355 of the World Trade Series, Busi- 
ness Information Service, and may be 
obtained for 15 cents from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or from any Field Of- 
fice of the Department. . 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





London Motor Vehicle 
Exhibition Successful 


The Sixteenth International Commer- 
cial Motor Transport Exhibition, the 
third since 1946, was held at Earls 
Court, London, from September 26 to 
October 4, 1952. This exhibition, under 
the auspices of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., is held 
every 2 years. 


An area of more than 250,000 square 
feet displayed 420 exhibits of which 37 
were by commercial vehicle manufac- 
turers; 74 body builders and trailer 
manufacturers; 220 accessory and com- 
ponent manufacturers; 54 _ transport 
service equipment manufacturers; 14 
tire manufacturers; and 21 association, 
press, and information services. 


On display were 433 commercial ve- 
hicles, including gasoline, diesel, and 
battery electric vehicles of. heavy, me- 
dium, and light types, for passenger, 
freight, and general purposes, including 
those specifically developed for munici- 
pal and utility services, as well as those 
for oversea operation; body work, 
freight trailers for loads up to 60 tons, 
transport service equipment, accessories 
and components; tires; motor transport 
publications, and services connected 
with trade and user associations; hire 
purchase; and insurance. 


Vehicles from the United States, 
France, and Italy, as well as from 
Great Britain were on display. 


More than 111,000 visitors, including 
1,300 foreign visitors, attended the ex- 
hibition. 

Some of the exhibits attracting par- 
ticular attention were a single-decked 
metal-framed city service coach for 
New Zealand, on an underfloor-engine 
chassis, with special features including 
external front hooks for perambulators; 
a mobile florist’s shop with floral dis- 
play arrangement, washing and water- 
ing facilities; several types of service 
vehicles with four-wheel drive, for ex- 
port only, based on military specifica- 
tions; a furniture removal truck of 1,850 
cubic feet capacity, one of the largest 
furniture trucks made; tractors and 
trailers for the timber trade, equipped 
with special log-topping gear and hoist- 
ing apparatus; a mobile workshop de- 
signed for use in Uganda, its full equip- 
ment including electric generators, 
motor-driven 6% center sliding lathe, 
oxy-acetylene cutting and welding plant; 
and a full-size section of an expanding 
body capable of expansion from 7% 
feet to 14% feet in width in 45 seconds, 
manually, electrically, or from power 
take-off gear box. 

Further information concerning 
biennial event may be had from the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Limited, 148 Piccadilly, Lon- 
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Graz Fair Stimulates Foreign Trade 


The 1953 International Trade Fair 
(Spring) at Graz, capital of the Pro- 
vince of Styria, in the British Zone, 
will be held April 30-May 10. The Graz 
Fair (Grazer Messe) is held biannually. 

The considerable increase in foreign 
participation in the Graz fair indicates 
its growing importance in foreign trade. 

The 1952 spring fair was considered 
successful in size, scope, and in business 
transacted. There were 1,100 exhibits, 
nearly half of which came from foreign 
countries, including 240 German firms, 
170 Italian, 20 Yugoslav, 16 Nether- 
lands, and 12 Belgian. It is reported 
that twice as many foreign firms ex- 
hibited at the spring 1952 fair as at the 
fall 1951 fair. 


Special emphasis was placed on farm 
equipment and machinery, which showed 
the greatest volume of business. 

Italian exhibitions included textiles, 
men’s hats, office machinery, textile 
machinery, glassware, porcelain, wines, 
and foodstuffs. French exhibits included 
textiles, blankets, and some clothing. 
The largest foreign participation came 
from German firms, who exhibited toys, 
optical equipment, textiles, hosiery, of- 
fice machinery, photographic equipment, 


Queensland Exhibition To Be 
Held by Domestic Industries 


The management of the Queensland 
Industries Fair at Brisbane plans to 
operate on a 3-year basis, the next exhi- 
bition being tentatively scheduled for 
April-May 1955. The second fair was 
held April 26-May 17, 1952. 


The 130 exhibitors in the 1952 fair 
were Australian, including state govern- 
mental and semigovernmental agencies. 
About 300,000 visitors attended the fair, 
among whom possibly 1 percent were 
foreign, from Hong Kong, Malaya, Indo- 
china, New Zealand, and the Union of 
South Africa. 


Although Queensland’s industrial de- 
velopment is healthy, the management 
of the fair considers it still in its in- 
fancy and not yet prepared for a large 
volume of international tfade. Foreign 
exhibitors are not expected to partici- 
pate in the near future. 

Further information ‘concerning this 
event may be had from L. A. Suggars, 
General Manager and Secretary, Cham- 
ber of Manufacturers, Queensland, Aus- 
tralia, or from the Australian Embassy, 
2941 Massachusetts Avenue, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 








don W. 1, England; Sir William Welsh, 
K. C. B., 921 Seventeenth Street, NW., 
Washington, D. C.; or the British Em- 
bassy, 3100 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Washington, D. C, 


electrical appliances, metalworking and 
woodworking machinery. 

The Mutual Security Agency’s exhibit, 
which occupied all of one small build-, 
ing, showed the progress of an average 
Austrian family from poverty in 1945 to 
comfort in 1952. It was a well-designed 
exhibit of photographs, charts, cartoons, 
and cutouts. The purpose of the ex- 
hibit was to show what American aid 
had done to help the Austrian people 
help themselves. 

The only collective exhibit was that 
from Yugoslavia, an interesting and 
well-planned display of foodstuffs, crude 
drugs and herbs, wines, leather, straw 
baskets, embroidery and lace, native 
minerals, woodwork (straight chairs, 
boxes, parquet fiooring, plywood and 
veneer), marble and marble objects, and 
tourist posters. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Austrian 
Trade Delegate, 31 East 69th Street, 
New York 21, N. Y.; the United States 
Austrian Chamber of Commerte, Inc., 
165 West 46th Street, New York 36, 
N. Y.; or the Austrian Embassy, 2144 
Wyoming Avenue, Washington, D. C. 


More Than 2,200 Exhibitors 
To Participate in Swiss Fair 


The Swiss Industries Fair at Basel, 
reported to be the most important dis- 
play of Swiss production, particularly 
for industries primarily interested in 
international trade, will be held for the 
thirty-seventh time, April 11-21, 1953. 

More than 2,200 exhibitors will have 
stands covering an area of over 1,000- 
000 square feet. There will be 17 indus- 
trial groups in 14 different halls pre- 
senting a panorama of the abundance 
and variety of Swiss industrial produc- 
tion, exemplified by highly specialized 
precision engineering. Practically the 
entire range of leading Swiss exports 
will be on display, including the prod- 
ucts of such industries as watchmaking, 
machinery and apparatus, chemical, 
textile, and precision instruments. 

An article on the 1953 fair was pub- 
lished in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
September 8, 1952, page 32. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Dr. Th. Brogle, 
Director, Foire Suisse d’ Echantillous, 
61 Clarastrasse, Basel 21, Switzerland, 
or from the Office of the Commercial 
Counselor, Legation of Switzerland, 3215 


Cathedral Avenue, N.W., Washington 
8, D. C. 








Conditions on Lake Superior and the 
St. Mary’s River are so favorable that 
opening of navigation this year may be 
the earliest on record, Great Lakes 


‘shipping sources report, 
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All Space Assigned at 
Philadelphia Exhibit 


All available space at the National 
Materials Handling Exposition to be 
held in Convention Hall, Philadelphia, 
May 18-22, 1953, has been assigned ac- 
cording to Clapp & Poliak, Inc., found- 
ers of this show, which is sponsored by 
the Material Handling Institute, an or- 


ganization of handling equipment manu- 
facturers. 

The exposition, which is being held in 
the East for the first time since 1949, 
is expected to attract more than 25,000 
top management executives from all 
over the United States and from 40 
foreign countries. 

The American Material Handling So- 
ciety, composed of executives of com- 
. panies which use mechanical handling 
systems, will hold a conference concur- 
rently with the show. The conference, 
described as a “workshop” for execu- 
tives in the field, will include discus- 
sions of general problems of materials 
handling in addition to seminars on: 
“Handling in Process,” “Warehousing 
and Shipping,” “Packaging for Im- 
proved Handling,” “Bulk Handling,” and 
“Requirements for Organized Study and 
Analysis.” 

A total of 284 companies will exhibit 
thousands of new models of materials 
handling equipment valued at more than 
$10,000,000. Stress will be laid on sys- 
tems of materials handling. Displays 
will include lift and fork trucks, both 
gasoline and battery powered; convey- 
ors, both portable and permanent; 
hoists, monorails, cranes, tractors, trail- 
ers, hand trucks, stacking units, porta- 
ble elevators, skids, pallets, and their 
respective accessories. 


Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Clapp & Poliak, 
Inc., 341 Madison Ave., New York 17, 
New York. 





London To Hold British 
Radio and TV Show 


The National Radio Show for 
British-made products will be held 
in Earls Court, London, Septem- 
ber 2-5 and 7-12, 1953, the Radio 
Industry Council has announced. 

The British Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s participation is assured, 
and in addition to the usual rep- 
resentative exhibits of radio and 
television receivers, components, 
and valves, there will be an in- 
creased number of electronic dem- 
onstrations, an enlarged training 
exhibit, and demonstrations by the 
armed services. 
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Belgium To Hold Industrial, Commercial Fair 


The Industrial and Cemmercial Fair 
of Antwerp will be held at Berchem 
near Antwerp, May 22-June 7, 1953, 
under the auspices of the Berchem 
Municipal Government. The fair will 
be organized by Manifestations Eco- 
nomiques Anversoises, a nonprofit or- 
ganization, managed by Georges Dev- 
roe, former secretary general of the or- 
ganizers of the Benelux Fair in Antwerp 
in 1949 and 1950. 


The fair will be ‘held in a temporary 
building, which will provide approxi- 
mately 3,000 square meters of indoor 
exhibit space and an additional 1,500 
square meters on the grounds surround- 
ing the buildings. 

Almost every type of product will be 
presented under the following classifi- 
cations: Foodstuffs, furniture, building 
and construction materials and equip- 
ment, mechanical construction, jewelry 
and watches, glassware and crystal, 
leather, lighting and heating apparatus, 
perfumes, sewing machines, office equip- 
ment and furniture, and household ap- 
pliances. 

The management estimates paid at- 





Agricultural and Horse Fair 
To Be Held in Verona in ‘53 


The Fifty-fifth International Agricul- 
ture and Horse Fair will be held at 
Verona, Italy, March 8-16, 1953. This 
event is one of the oldest and most 
important fairs of Italy. The horse 
show is said to be the largest of its 
kind in Europe. 


The 1952 fair site covered 200,000 
square meters and plans are made for 
an additional 160,000 square meters at 
the 1953 event. 


Exhibits were put on in 1952 by 
15 foreign countries, including the 
United States, which furnished engines, 
tractors, and miscellaneous agricultural 
machinery. 

Agricultural exhibits included machin- 
ery; engines; agricultural byproducts; 
chemical products; agricultural utensils 
and tools; bread, pastry, and candy 
machinery; refrigerators; rural building 
materials; wines, liquors; and miscel- 
laneous agricultural products and 
articles. 


At the horse show, 3,500 horses were 
exhibited; at the cattle show, 800 head 
of cattle; and at the domestic animal 
show, 2,000 animals. 


Fair authorities stated that sales to- 
taling 3,500,000,000 lire had been real- 
ized, a sum considerably greater than 
the estimated 2,500,000,000 lire sales 
value at the 1951 event. 


Further information concerning this 
show may be had from the International 
Agricultural and Horse Fair, Verona, 
Italy, or from the Office. of the Commer- 
cial Counselor, Italian Embassy, 1602 
Fuller Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. 


tendance will be from 80,000 to 100,000 
persons. Free attendance will be negli- 
gible, being limited to certain public 
officials and distinguished visitors. 
Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Georges Devroe, 
Manager, Manifestations Economiques 
Anversoises, 44 rue Harmgrode, Anvers, 
Belgium, or from the Commercial Coun- 
selor of the Belgian Embasy, 1780 Mas- 
sachusetts Ave., Washington, D. C. 





Reggio Calabria Fair 


To Feature Fruits 


The Sixth Reggio Calabria Interna- 
tional Fair is scheduled to be held in 
Reggio Calabria, March 15-30, 1953, 
under the management of the Reggio 
Calabria Fair Authority. The Italian 
Government has recently contributed 
50,000,000 lire for the construction of 
exhibit halls and pavilions (625 lire= 
US$1). The fair grounds will cover 
more than 4,000 square meters (1 
square meter~10,763 square feet). 

This fair, also known as the Citrus 
Fruit, Essential Oils, Oils and Wine 
Fair, is considered by interested indus- 
tries in Italy and abroad to be a com- 
plete and detailed survey of the citrus 
fruit and essential oil industries. 

Exhibits will be arranged in three 
main sections: 

@ The agricultural section will contain 
citrus fruits, aromatic flora, dils, wines, 
fertilizers, machinery, items which tend 
to improve cultivation practices, and the 
“sprinkler system” of irrigation. 

@ The commercial section will show 
machinery and accessories, equipment, 
scientific instruments, and raw materi- 
als used in the industrial processing of 
citrus fruits, aromatic flora, oils and 
wines; citrus fruit products and by- 
products; industrial essences. 

@ The industrial section will comprise 
specialized packages for citrus fruits, 
essential oils, and perfumes. 

In addition to these sections, special- 
ized exhibits will include dried fruits, 
handicrafts of Calabria, olive oil and oil 
seed industry products in Calabria, and 
what is reported will be the most com- 
prehensive wine exhibit ever to be or- 
ganized in Italy. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Reggio Cala- 
bria Fair Authority, Reggio Calabria, 
Italy, or from the Office of the Com- 
mercial Counselor, Italian Embassy, 
1601 Fuller Street, N. W., Washington 
9, D. C, ; 





The reduction of 10 percent in 
freight rates for most items moving on 
vessels of member lines of the North 
Atlantic Continental Freight Confer- 
ence and the North Atlantic French 
Atlantic Freight Conference has been 
extended through March 31, according 
to a recent announcement, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





lran Raises Tea Output; Timber Production in Burma Has 
Favorable Long-Range Prospects 


The outlook for production of forest products in Burma is promis- 
ing, and on a long-term basis forestry can and should become increas- 
ingly important in Burmese economy. 

Teak production probably can be maintained at about 300,000 cubic 
tons (1 cu. ton=50 cu. ft.) a year. Other timbers have never been used 


Still Must Import Tea 


Production of tea in Iran in 1952 
was estimated at about 5,500 metric 
tons. This was 300 tons more than 
the 1951 output of 5,200 tons and 500 
tons more than the 1950 production of 
5,000 tons. 


Annual domestic consumption of tea 
in Iran was roughly estimated at 12,000 
tons. It. was ‘about the same in 1951, 


1950, and 1949. It is by far the most 
popular beverage in Iran, and is in- 
dispensable even to the lowest income 
group. 

Imports of tea during the market- 
ing year August 24, 1951, to August 
22, 1952, amounted to 8,401 tons, com- 
pared with 10,196 tons in the 1950-51 
marketing year, which was the largest 
on record, the next highest being in 
1936-37, when 9,712 tons were imported. 


During the 1951-52 marketing year, 
out of total imports of 8,401 tons of 
tea, 5,801 tons or about 69 percent 
came from India. Kuwait furnished 
1,359 tons and Ceylon 424 tons. Oman 
and Indonesia supplied 340 and 312 tons, 
respectively. The remainder, 165 tons, 
came from 9 other countries, the high< 
est being the Netherlands with 58 tons. 

According to a decree passed by the 
Council of Ministers, imports of tea are 
authorized only if a special permit is 
issued by the Council of Ministers for 
each lot imported. This is a temporary 
measure taken to stimulate the market 
for locally produced tea. The result, 
however, has been a sharp rise in the 
price of foreign tea. 


The export of tea from Iran is gen- 
erally negligible. However, during the 
1951-52 marketing year an estimated 55 
tons was exported to the Netherlands. 

The government tea company, which 
controls the tea industry, is attempting 
to increase the area planted to tea. The 
director of this company believes that 
if its 10-year plan for expanding the 
plantation area is thoroughly carried 
out, the industry will be able to supply 
the domestic consumption of 12,000 
metric tens from locally produced -tea. 

This plan, although it might be pos- 
sible, would take more capital and la- 
bor than is presently furnished. It 
would probably take more ~ 1 10 
years to increase the area to 24,000 
hectares (1 hectare=2.471 acres) the 
area needed to produce 12,000 metric 
tons of tea at an average yield of 500 
kilograms (1 kilogram=2.2046 pounds) 
per hectare. 

Therefore, it is estimated that an 
average annual import of approximately 
8,000 tons will be needed to meet Iran’s 
tea consumption requirements for sev- 
eral years to come, 
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fully, and production 50 to 100 percent 
above prewar level is believed feasible. 


Forests in Burma cover about 145,300 
square miles, are entirely Government 
owned, and generally are well managed. 
Forestry operations and management 
since about 1940 have been subjected 
to the hazards of war. Although man- 
agement has been restricted, timber ex- 
traction has been at low levels. As a 
«whole, forests probably benefited by 
the limited cuttings resulting from the 
war, more than they suffered from lack 
of management. 


Teak cutting prior to World War II 
was based on a growth rate of a tree 
reaching cutting size in 60 years, and 
about 450,000 cubic tons were cut an- 
nually in the years 1920 to 1940. A 
restudy of growth indicated that teak 
would not reach commercial size in less 
than 100 years, 


Exports Increase Sharply 

In recent years timber exports have 
been at levels of less than one-third the 
prewar volume. As security conditions 
in Burma have improved during the past 
2 years, timber operations have been 
accelerated. During the fiscal year end- 
ing September 30, 1951, teak exports 
approximated 100,000 tons as compared 
to 32,000 in the preceding year. For the 
first 9 months of 1951-52 exports were 
80,000 tons. 


. Security conditions are improving, but 
operations still are not normal in forest 
areas. Thus, for the past 12 years teak 
growth appears to have been substan- 
tially greater than drain. Total exports 
during 1941-52 have approximated 625,- 
000 tons. Data on indigenous consump- 
tion during those years are not availa- 
ble, but it was probably less than the 


52,500 tons estimated as used prior to 
1940. 


Assuming consumption to have aver- 
aged 50,000 tons per year, cuttings 
during 1941-52 would have averaged 
about 100,000 tons. Thus.it appears 
reasonable to estimate that teak re- 
serves now approximate those of 25 
years ago. 

With only limited exceptions, the ex- 
traction of timber from Burma’s forests 
has been and is dependent upon water 
transportation and elephant power. As 
a result, the exploitation of certain 
hardwoods has not been economical in 
many areas, Elephants are used to 
rough country are considered by some 
as irreplacable by mechanized power. 





Since 1945, elephants have not been 
available in the numbers needed, and 
operations have been handicapped. 

It is understood that plans designed 
to test the use of tractors for forestry 
work have been developed. The equip- 
ment has been requested through the 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
and the Government hopes to initiate 
tests within the next year. It seems 
likely that in the more accessible areas 
and for long drags that mechanized 
equipment can replace elephants. 

Rail or road transport is likely to be 
more difficult. Roads near forests are 
limited; further, the monsoon season 
makes construction of roads with year- 
round usability difficult and expensive. 

The development of industries to 
utilize efficiently and fully Burma’s for- 
est products is being considered. It 
seems likely that as conditions of law 
and order improve, the cutting of tim- 
bers previously neglected as unprofitable 
will be fully considered, and that over 
a period of years Burma’s forests will 
be utilized more efficiently. 





Deliveries of Costa Rican 
Coffee Increase Sharply 


Deliveries of the 1952-53 Costa Rican 
coffee crop to processing plants by the 
end of 1952 showed an increase of 
nearly 75 percent over deliveries on the 
last day of 1951. 

The equivalent of about 275,764 bags 
of 60 kilograms each of clean coffee 
had been delivered to Costa Rican proc- 
essing plants as of December 31, 1952, 
according to the Coffee Bureau. The 
amount delivered from the 1951-52 crop 
as of December 31, 1951 was the equiva- 
lent of 158,025 bags. 

The extraordinary increase was due 
in part to earlier harvesting than usual 
in some producing areas and the same 
high percentage of increase is not an- 
ticipated for the completed crop. How- 
ever, despite recent unfavorable- weath- 
er changes, the 1952-53 coffee crop 
evidently will be much larger than that 
of the preceding year. 

The average export price for the 
1952-53 coffee crop as of December 31, 
1952, was $56.08 per 100 pounds, f.o.b. 
railroad cars Costa Rica. The corre- 
sponding average export price through 
December for the 1951-52 crép was 
$55.65. 
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Indian Production of Cashew Nuts Increasing; 
Exports to the United States Diminished 


India’s 1953 cashew nut crop is esti- 
mated at 60,000 long tons of unshelled 
nuts, compared with 56,500 tons in 1952. 

The Indian cashew harvest usually 
starts in February-March and termi- 
nates in May-June. Indications are that 
the 1953 crop will be about a month 
earlier. 

Exports of cashew kernels from India 
in the 9-month period January-Septem- 
ber 1952.amounted to 18,697 long tons 
valued at 86,001,454 rupees, as com- 
pared with 17,789 tons, valued at 72,- 
516,447 rupees in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1951. 

The United Kingdom purchased 5,609 
tons in January-September 1952, in- 
creasing its imports from 3,219 tons 
in the like period of 1951. 

Sales to the United States in the 9- 
month period of 1952, however, de- 
creased to 12,155 tons from 13,529 tons 
in the corresponding period of 1951. 
Despite this decline, the United States 
continued to be the largest single pur- 
chaser of Indian cashews, taking about 
65 percent of total cashew nut exports. 


Nut Imports Rising 


Imports of unshelled cashew nuts into 
India from East Africa reached a high 
of 50,350 tons valued at 41,831,156 ru- 
pees, during the first 9 months of 1952 
as compared with 30,885 tons, valued at 
19,517,982 rupees, in the entire year 
1951. ; 

Supplies of cashew nuts during 1953, 
are estimated at 115,000 long tons, of 
which 60,000 long tons are Indian nuts 
and 55,000 tons, African nuts. 


In terms of kernels, on the basis of 
25 percent kernel yield, the supply 
amounts to 28,750 tons. As the esti- 
mated stock on hand as of January 1, 
1953, was 2,100 tons, the total tonnage 
of kernels available in the calendar 
year 1953 would be 30,850 tons. Esti- 
mated domestic consumption, of about 





World Nitrogen Output 
10 Percent Higher 


World production of fixed ni- 
trogen for all purposes was es- 
timated at 4,998,000 metric tons 
in 1951-52, according to the an- 
nual report of the British Sul- 
phate of Ammonia Federation, 
Ltd. The increase in production 
of approximately 10 percent was 
attributed principally to output 
from new plants. 

Consumption was 4,959,200 tons, 
85 percent as fertilizer. 











2,500 tons, would leave about 28,350 
tons available for export in 1953. 


Trade With U. S. Drops 


The cashew nut industry is believed 
to be somewhat perturbed over the 
lapse in buying interest of its tradi- 
tional principal customer, the United 
States. Sales negotiated for shipment 
to the United States between January 
and June 1953 were not expected to ex- 
ceed 135,000 cases, of 50 pounds each, 
compared with 300,000 to 350,000 cases 
during the period January to Octo- 
ber 1951. > 

The interest shown by the United 
Kingdom in 1952 is also reported to 


shave diminished, as a result of which, 


320 count selling at $0.58 per pound c. 
and f. New York and large pieces at 
$0.41 per pound in July 1952 declined 
to $0.50 and $0.36 per pound, respec- 
tively, at the beginning of 1953. 

There are indications that the prices 
of shelled and unshelled cashew nuts 
may decline still further owing to the 
large quantity of East African nuts 
still unsold and also because the 1953 
cashew nut crop, which is believed to 
be a good one, is expected to be in the 
market a month earlier than usual. 
However, U. S. buyers have reportedly 
not yet participated heavily in the new 
crop business and it is considered that 
demand from the United States may 
cause the market to rise again. 


Cuban Sugar Mills Grinding; 
Stocks Adequate for Quota 


The Cuban Government has officially 
announced, that the 1953 sugar crop 
would start on January 16, 1953. 


As the 1953 crop is restricted to 
5,000,000 Spanish long tons, no mills 
were to start grinding earlier than the 
official date. 

As of January 30, approximately 18 
mills had started, and on February 2 
about 66 mills of\the 161 operating were 
reported grinding. The agreement 
reached between the mill owners and 
cane growers for participation in the 
restricted crop gave additional protec- 
tion to the small and medium-sized 
sugarmill owners and sugarcane grow- 
ers at the expense of the larger mills, 
and to those mills producing admini- 
stration cane and the cane growers who 
produced more than 500,000 arrobas 
— pounds) of sugarcane in 
1952. 


Cuba holds a special financed quota 
of 1,750,000 Spanish long tons of sugar, 
as a reserve to be distributed at the 
rate of 350,000 tons for the years 1953- 
1957 to Cuba’s quota for the United 
States. Except for this reserve, Cuba’s 
surplus stocks at the end of 1952 equaled 
about 275,000 Spanish long tons, or 





Production of Tea in 
Indonesia Decreased 


Production of tea on estates in Indo- 
nesia in 1952 was estimated at 31,000 
tons by the Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) of the Ministry of Economic Af- 
fairs. The estimate was based on pro- 
duction figures for the first 10 months 
of 1952. 


Of this production, 22,000 tons, or 71 
percent, came from Java; the remain- 
ing 9,000 tons, or 29 percent, was pro- 
duced in Sumatra. The amount ob- 
tained from other islands was inconse- 
quential. 

As the published CSO figures for es- 
tate production usually include all the 
tea processed by the estates, produc- 
tion actually would be reported as 38,- 
000 tons including 7,000 tons processed 
from leaves purchased from small 
holders. 


The CSO reported that estate pro- 
duction, including purchases from small 
holders, during 1951 amounted to 46,520 
tons. 

Official data of the Central Statisti- 
cal Office showed that Indonesia ex- 
ported 24,795 tons of tea during the 
first 9 months of 1952. Data for the 
last 3 months of 1952 are not yet 
available. Exports in the first 9 months 
of 1951 totaled 29,016 tons. In the cal- 
endar year 1951, exports amounted to 
40,091 tons. 


As in 1951, the Netherlands took 
more than a third of the tea exports, 
10,598 tons in the first 9 months of 
1952. The United Kingdom ranked sec- 
ond, taking 3,401 tons. Port Sudan 
was third, with 2,102 tons. The United 
States fourth, with 1,934 tons as com- 
pared with 2,494 tons in 1951. The re- 
mainder was distributed among a num- 
ber of other countries and groups of 
countries. 

The total value of Indonesian tea ex- 
ports for the 9-month period of 1952 
amounted to 207,472,000 rupiahs, or 
about $18,200,000 at the exchange rate 
of 11.40 rupiahs to US$1, 





the quantity normally retained each 
year end by Cuba to fulfill the needs 
of the U. S. sugar refineries at the 
beginning of each year while awaiting 
the arrival of new crop sugars. 


The Cuban Sugar Stabilization In- 
stitute announced-on January 7, 1953, 
that it had authorized the release to 
the United States market of 350,000 
fons of special financed 1952 quota 
sugar effective January 15, 1953. 

The Government announced on Jan- 
uary 14, 1953, that in order to facili- 
tate the liquidating of accounts between 
mill owners and cane growers, it had 
fixed 3.40 cents per Spanish pound as 
the provisional general average price 
for the 1953 sugar erop. The 1952 pro- 
visional price was 4.18 cents per pound, 
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New Zealand Hides, Skins 
Go Mainly for Export 


Bovine hide and skin production in 
New Zealand during the final 6 months 
of 1952 was 399,355 skins, exclusive of 
bobby calfskins or freezers. Exports 
during the same period totaled 238,330 
skins, Japan being the largest purchaser 
of the New Zealand cowhides. 

New Zealand bobby calfskin produc- 


tion during the period June 1952 to 
January 1953 amounted to approxi- 
mately 1,250,000 skins. Of this quan- 
tity, exports totaled 1,161,983 skins, 
Jeaving about 110,000 skins for domestic 
use. The United Kingdom, taking 
383,508 skins, was the principal market. 
Other areas to which considerable quan- 
tities were shipped were Italy, 290,564 
skins; the Netherlands, 172,456; Ger- 
many, 132,535; and ue United States, 
107,500. 


As weather conditions were unfavor- 
able during the latter half of 1952, pro- 
duction of sheep and lambskins was dis- 
appointing. Complete Statistics are. not 
available, but the trade estimated that 
the United States took the largest 
amount of lambskins, and the United 
Kingdom the greater number of avail- 
able sheepskins. Every attempt was 
being made to satisfy United States 
purchases of lambskins before peak 
slaughter was reached in the hope of 
easing rising prices. 


Israeli Potash Works Will 
Resume Activity in 1953 


The potash works at the southern end 
of the Dead Sea, Israel, are ex- 
pected to resume activity in the sum- 
mer of 1953. Equipment is being over- 
hauled, the railway line repaired, and 
the power plant rehabilitated. 

The new Beersheba-Sdom road was 
cleared in January 1953, although it 
will not be ready for commercial use 
until May or June. 

About 700,000 metric tons of raw. 
materials which have been buried under 
water since operations were suspended 
in 1948, will be handled in the summer 
season, It is estimated that this amount 
will yield 100,000 tons of potash. 

Dead Sea potash is of high quality 
and the reactivation of the works is 
expected to be important to the coun- 
try’s economy, as world demand for 
potash is substantial. 

Extraction of cooking and table salt 
from the Dead Sea also is planned. 
The Palestine Salt Co. has mined 12,000 
tons of edible salt annually from its 
Athlit concession, but the country’s con- 
sumption has risen to 22,000 tons. Ne- 
gotiations are under way with the 
potash company to supply the entire 
quantity. The resumption of potash re- 
covery, it is hoped, will lead to process- 
ing bromine materials, 
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India Opens Institute for 
Leather Research 


The Central Leather Research 
Institute was opened at Madras, 
India, on January 15, 1953, to 
bring the Indian tanning industry 
“in line with modern scientific 
methods.” Madras was _ selected 
for the location as it is one of 
the leading centers in India both 
in production of leather and in 
exports of hides and skins. 


Announcement was made that 
there were in India approximately 
136,000,000 cows and bulls, 40,- 
000,000 buffaloes, 46;500,000 goats, 
37,700,000 sheep, and 3,200,000 
other animals. 

Concern was expressed over the 
shortage of wattle bark, the re- 
quirements of which are met 
chiefly by imports. An area of 
21,274 acres of land has been 
earmarked for planting of wattle 
trees, and it is expected that by 
the end of the current financial 
year 3,237 acres of land will be 
planted with wattle trees. On 
reaching maturity, these trees are 
expected to yield between 10,000 
and 11,000 tons of wattle bark a 
year. 











AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


Volkswagen Output To Increase 


The general manager of the Volks- 
wagen plant in Western Germany has 
announced that the firm expects to pro- 
duce 170,000 automobiles in 1953, com- 
pared with its output of 136,000 in 1952. 
No sales difficulties are anticipated. 
The plant expects to reach capacity out- 
put by the middle of 1953. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Cement Output in Cuba High 


The six kilns of the Mariel cement 
plant which has an annual rated ca- 
pacity of 2.4 million barrels, turned out 
2,462,000 barrels during 1952. Imports 
of cement during the year comprised 
some 230,000 barrels from Europe and 
137,000 from Puerto Rico, brought in 
mostly during the spring and summer. 

The domestic cement plant in the 
final quarter of 1952 was somewhat less 
able than in the third quarter to accept 
orders for prompt delivery, largely be- 
cause of numerous requests from dealers 
in the Provinces for shipments exceed- 
ing planned quotas. Throughout the 
final quarter of 1952, it was the Habana 
area which was lagging behind, as a re- 
sult of the apparent ‘unwillingness of 
real estate operators to proceed with 
letting of contracts for large multiple- 
dwelling units. Public works projects 








were confined mainly to the laying of 


pipe and resurfacing of urban streets. 


CHEMICALS 
Belgian Co-op Needs Capital 


Probeldhom, a cooperative organiza- 
tion in Belgium, has been interested 
in the production of synthetic anthra- 
cite since before World War II. This 
material is not made in the country and 
the principal obstacle to its manufac- 
ture is lack of capital for a pilot plant. 


Some years ago Probeldhom con- 
ducted experiments in a small factory 
in the suburbs of Brussels which were 
considered successful, but lack of ad- 
ditional funds made it impossible to 
continue the work. 





Canada Imports More Fertilizer 


Canada’s imports of fertilizers totaled 
720,880 tons in the fiscal year 1951-52, 
compared with 724,340 tons in the pre- 
ceding year, the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics reports. Important items 
were phosphate rock, superphosphate, 
potassium muriate, nitrogen solution, 
and potassium sulfate. The phosphate 
rock was used to make superphosphate 
and ammonium phosphate; most of the 
other imported materials were for 
mixed fertilizers. 


Dominican Salt Works To Open 


An additional bond issue authorized 
by the Dominican Republic for develop- 
ment of the Government-owned salt and 
gypsum deposits increased the total to 
$4,000,000. Most of the construction 
work and installation of machinery in 
Barahona Province has been completed, 
but the plant is not operating, pending 
completion of, electric power facilities. 

As domestic demand for salt is likely 
to be steady, a considerable export 
market must be found to justify the 
large capital investment in the salt 
works. It is hoped to sell substantial 
amounts to Japan. 


Greece Improves Insect Control 


Insect and weed ‘control methods 
were improved in Greece in 1952. Con- 
siderable amounts of pesticides and 
weed killers were imported, but the 
quantities were not sufficient to meet 
demand. The shortage of foreign ex- 
change and lack of credit facilities 
for farmers are among the principal 
difficulties, 


Indian Chemical Plant Favored 


Two favorable factors should assist 
the new caustic-soda plant of Travan- 
core-Cochin Chemicals, Ltd., at Elur, 
Alwaye, India. It is near three im- 
portant consumers: The fertilizer and 
sulfuric-acid factories of Fertilizers and 
Chemicals (Travancore) Ltd., the Gov- 
ernment-sponsored monazite-sands 
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processing plant, and Travancore 
Rayons, Ltd. 

It also is the only domestic producer 
of rayon-grade caustic soda. The fac- 
tory began operations in October 1952 
and is scheduled to reach full produc- 
tion by mid-1953. It has a daily capacity 
of 20 long tons of caustic soda, 18 tons 
of chlorine, and about % ton of hydro- 
gen. The chlorine and hydrogen will 
be used to produce hydrochloric acid. 


Netherlands Fertilizer Trade Up 


Good demand abroad and high pro- 
duction brought exports of nitrogenous 
fertilizer from the Netherlands to 88,- 
215 metric tons (N) in 1951-52, or 76 
percent more than in the preceding year 
and more than double the 1937-39 an- 
nual average. These materials were 
sold to the United States, Spain, Portu- 
gal, Finland, Ireland, Africa, and coun- 
tries in the Near and Far East. 


Seychelles Tries Pest Control 


Tar treatment, burning, and similar 
methods, used to control Melittomma, 
which attacks coconut trees in the 
Seychelles, have not been very success- 
ful, and efforts have been concentrated 
recently on the use of insecticides. 

Benzene hexachloride and_ several 
other new products have shown good 
results. The principal difficulty is find- 
ing a successful method of application, 
as the insects are found at the end of 
tunnels which they bore in the trees. 
The pest is considered serious in certain 
parts of the islands and can do great 
damage to the coconut industry if riot 
checked. 


Taiwan Opens Creosoting Plant 


Taiwan's first pressure-freating creo- 
soting plant was opened at Hsin-chu 
in January 1953 by the Taiwan Timber 
Treating Co. Ltd, an organization 
established by the Ta Hua Chemical & 
Industrial Co. and capitalized at NT$3,- 
000,000 (US$193,000). The plant has 
capacity to treat 40,000 cubic metérs 
of ties and other wood products an- 
nually; four processes are used. 


FOODSTUFFS 


Less Vanilla in Madagascar 


Vanilla bean production in Madagas- 
car fell in 1952 to between 50 and 150 
tons, aceording to the September fore- 
casts of the Agricultural Service. The 
1951 output amounted to 302 tons. 

Stocks of vanilla in Madagascar 
amounted to nearly 400 tons. 

Vanilla exports from Madagascar in 
the period January 1 to October 20, 
1952, amounted to 316 metric tons. The 
United States took 179 tons, France 
134 tons; and Argentina 3 tons. Ex- 
ports in the January-October period of 
1951 amounted to 366 tons, the United 





States taking almost 196 tons and 
France nearly 168 tons. The remainder 
went to Great Britain and South Africa. 


Pakistan Rice Acreage Rising 


Rice acreage in East Pakistan has 
increased steadily since the country was 
founded in 1947. The acreage for 
1952-53 has not yet been released, but 
it is believed by provincial agricultural 
officials to be slightly below the 1951-52 
season, or about 20,100,000 acres. The 
reason for the reduction was- the high 
price of jute in 1952. 


Rice acreage in West Pakistan has 
fluctuated more than for the eastern 
part of the country, but has shown an 
upward trend, and is estimated at about 
2,282,000 acres, or about 100,000 acres 
above that of the preceding year. Rice 
acreage in West Pakistan is about 10.23 
percent of total Pakistan acreage. 


U. K. Buys Canadian Cheese 


The United Kingdom will purchase 
$1,500,000 worth of Canadian cheese in 
1953, according to the Ministry of Food. 
The purchase will amount to about 
5,000,000 pounds, or approximately 1.6 
ounces per capita. 


The Ministry will also buy Canadian 
bacon valued at $1,000,000. 

These purchases are planned in re- 
sponse to Canadian requests, and are 
made possible, the Ministry states, by 
unexpected dollar payments by Canada 
to the United Kingdom. 


Brazilian Grape Trade Promoted 


The Grape Festival, ,;which opened on 
January 17, 1953, at Jundiai, Brazil, 
center of the Sao Paulo grape-growing 
region, has proved to be a good example 
of effective trade promotion. Prepara- 
tions were begun by the city of Jundiai 
several months ago for the 30-day festi- 
val, to be. followed by a 5-month exhi- 
bition of the industrial products of the 
area during the first half of 1953. At- 
tendance on opening day was estimated 
by the press at about 50,000 persons. 

The State of Sao Paulo contains ap- 
proximately 12 percent of Brazil’s vine- 
yards and produces about 20 percent of 
the Brazilian grape crop. As all the 
grapes grown commercially in this 
region are of tough-skinned varieties, 
Sao Paulo continues to furnish a steady 
market for thin-skinned table grapes 
from the United States and the Medi- 
terranean countries. 


METALS AND MINERALS 
Cuban Mineral Output Climbs 


Cuban production of manganese ore 
in December approximated 25,000 long 
tons (44 percent Mn) bringing the 
fourth quarter output to over 70,000 
tons, compared with about 45,000 tons 





produced in the like quarter of 1951, 
Mining of Cuban mangafiese is pro- 
ceeding at its highest rate in history 
and should increase further in 1953. 

Nineteen new steel railroad cars re- 
cently have been placed in service pri- 
marily for moving manganese ore to 
the port of Santiago; a few of them will 
be used for transporting iron ore to 
the port of Nuevitas. 

In December, 19,000 tons of iron ore 
were produced in mines near Camaguey 
and other smaller amounts are believed 
to have been extracted in the vicinity 
of Cienfuegos. Production for the quar- 
ter may have reached 45,000 tons, note- 
worthy because production of iron ore 
was negligible in the corresponding 
quarter of 1951. Production of copper, 
chrome, and nickel showed no notable 
change. 

Production of manganese continued 
at record level in January, and out- 
put of copper, chrome, and iron ore was 
approximately equal to average monthly 
production during the last ‘quarter of 
1952. New interest in Cuban minerals 
is great and considerable exploration is 
progressing on both old and new min- 
ing claims. 


SOAP 
Soap Factory Opened in Malaya 


Malaya’s largest and most modern 
postwar industrial plant, a soap factory, 
was recently opened at Kuala Lumpur. 
It represents an investment of $12,000,- 
000 and will have capacity sufficient to 
supply soap and edible cooking oils to 
meet most of the needs of the Federa- 
tion of Malaya, Singapore, North 
Borneo, and Sarawak. 

Laundry and toilet soap, vegetable 
cooking oils, and shortening fats are 
being produced; other products will be 
added later. 


TOBACCO 


Mexican Tobacco Crop Larger 


A crop of 39,000 tons of tobacco is 
anticipated in Mexico in the 1952-53 
crop year, of which about 15 percent 
will be flue-cured. 

The trade expects the official 1951- 
52 tobacco crop estimate, now 35,100 
tons, to be adjusted upward nearer to 





the 1952-53 crop estimate. The 1950-— 


51 figure was recently adjusted from 
35,600 to 37,900 tons. 

The 1952-53 crop will soon come to 
market, and buyers are anxiously await- 
ing the announcement of official mini- 
mum prices that should have been pub- 
lished. in November 1952. Prices are 
expected to be somewhat above those of 
last year. 

The labor situation on farms has im- 
proved since wages were increased in 
late 1952, and tobacco factories have 
been free of major disturbance for sev- 
eral months. 
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Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 8) 
tial, 2 (free), general, 18 (16); ‘still 


wines, British preferential, 6 shillings 6 . 


pence per imperial gallon (6 shillings), 
general, 11 shillings 6 pence per imperial 
gallon (11 shillings). (1 shilling= 
US$0.14; 12 pence to a shilling. 1 im- 
perial gallon=1.20095 U. S. gallons.) 


Export Duties Revised 


The Sierra Leone flat 20-percent ad 
valorem export duty on palm kernels, 


palm oil, groundnuts, and benneseed has 


been replaced by a sliding scale of duties 
ranging from 14 to 20 percent, depend- 
ing on the_per ton export valuation of 
these commodities. 

The export duties on coffee and ginger 
have also been revised. New duties, and 
old rates, appearing in parentheses, in 
percent ad valorem are: Coffee, 6 (20); 
ginger, 14 (30).—Sierra Leone Royal 
Gazette, Dec. 18, 1952. 


TUNISIA 
Export Taxes Changed 


The Tunisian export tax on crude 
@sparto grass has been temporarily in- 


‘«treased from 10 percent to 15 percent 


ad valorem. 


The 10-percent export tax on base 
metal scrap other than iron scrap and 
waste and fragments of cast iron, iron, 
and steel manufactures has beeen tem- 
porarily suspended. 

These changes were effected by an 
order of December 29, 1952.—Journal 
Officiel Tunisien, Dec. 30, 1952. 


VENEZUELA 
Duties Up on Glass Tile, Mosaic 


The Venezuelan import duty on glass 
tile and mosaic has been increased 
substantially, by a resolution of the Bu- 
reau of Customs dated February 13 and 
effective February 27. 


The action was taken to provide ad- 
ditional protection to the domestic 
industry. , 

The classification and new duty, in 
bolivars a gross kilogram, are as 
follows: 


No. 262, Glass for construction: 
E) Tiles and mosaic of any size, 1.50. 


Glass tiles were formerly dutiable at 
the rate of 0.40 bolivar a gross kilogram. 





Ice Cream Duty Increased 


Venezuelan import duties on ice 
tream, sherbet, and mixes for ice cream 
and sherbet are drasticalfy increased, 
by a resolution of the Bureau of Cus- 
toms, dated February 13 and effective 
March 1 establishing seperate classifi- 
tations for these products. 


. The new classification and duties, in 


March 9, 1953 


bolivars a gross kilogram, 


are as 
follows: 


No. 36, Preserves and preparations: 

H) Ice cream and sherbet: 

1) Unspecified, 6.00. 

2) Mixtures for the manufacture of ice 

cream or sherbet, 10.00. 

These products were formerly dutiable 
under tariff item No. 36-C at the rate 
of 1.20 a gross kilogram. 

The duties were increased to give 
additional protection to the domestic ice 
cream industry. 





Mexico Strives To Lower Costs 
(Continued from Page 3) 


tances from Mexican workers in the 
United States, and other receipts. The 
trade trend indicated a definite decline 
in imports after the first half of 1952, 
and, although December figures showed 
a sharp increase, it is believed that 
Mexico will maintain the trend toward 
reduced imports in 1953. 


Official circles are of the opinion that 
Mexico’s foreign trade could be bal- 
anced through imposition of import 
prohibitions. However, the Govern- 
ment is following a middle course by 
permitting a reasonable passive trade 
balance, compensated by tourist and 
other income and kept within bounds 
by trade controls. By so doing it is 
hoped to avoid a situation in which ex- 
treme measures might cause economic 
upsets far more serious than the con- 
dition they were intended to remedy. 

Domestic Trade Slow 

Domestic wholesale and retail trade 

was slow in January, after an indiffer- 


ent Christmas season; retail sales were 
confined exclusively to essentials in 


._one-crop regions such as Yucatan, in 


the northeast cotton areas, and on the 
west coast around Guaymas. 


In Lower California and the western 
states, where cotton and winter vege- 
table crops were successful, conditions 
were roughly the same as in the first 
few months of 1952. Extended drought 
continued to have an adverse effect on 
livestock and crops in the north. 

Mining operations were normal, but 
stocks were rising as exports declined 
in consequence of lower world prices. 
Some iron ore was exported for the 
first time from deposits in the State 
of Colima. 

No appreciable improvement occurréd 
in the distressing condition in Yucatan, 
although some sales of henequen fiber, 
cordage, and twine were made during 
the month, principally to the United 
States. Production of henequen fiber 
was slightly under 30,000 bales during 
the month, less than half of the output 
in December and below normal for the 
month of January in recent years, The 
decline reportedly results from a defi- 
nite policy instituted by Henequeneros 
de Yucatan to curtail production in the 
field, and rumors are that this policy 
will be continued throughout the spring, 
ending perhaps in a complete cessation 
of production in April and May. 


Conditions in Guaymas continued 
poor, as the economy-sustaining shrimp 
production continued to decline steadily. 
Elsewhere in that district, however, 
business activity generally was normal. 


The existence of tick in and around 
the State of Sonora resulted in a quar- 
antine line being drawn south of Her- 
mosillo. Northbound cattle are required 
to remain in quarantine for periods up 
to 60 days, with the result that the 
cattle are being sent to local slaughter- 
houses for domestic consumption to 
avoid the expense of feeding them. 


More than 200 textile mills, nearly all 
in the State of Puebla, were threatened 
with shutdowns over revision of col- 
lective contracts..For a long time over- 
production and lack of markets have 
caused unemployment in this industry. 
Contracts eventually were signed, how- 
ever, granting 5 percent to 20 percent 
wage increases. All Government work- 
ers received a 10 percent wage increase 
on January 15. Teachers ag not benefit 
and have been pressing for increases 
of from 20 percent to 40 percent. 

Some seasonal unemployment was 
noted in certain agricultural areas.— 
Emb., Mexico City. 





West German Legislative News 
(Continued from Page 6) 


proved real estate and grant tax privi- 
leges to purchasers of bonds of the Fed- 
eral Government or the city of Ham- 
burg who hold such securities for at 
least 3 years. 


‘Legislation Pending in Parliament 

A Sugar Tax Law Amendment which 
would reduce the sugar tax from 30.5 
to 24.5 marks per 100 kilograms and in- 
crease the price of sugar beets from 
6 to 6.5 marks per 100 kilograms was 
approved by the Lower House and sent 
to the Upper House. 

Bills providing for reductions in in- 
come and corporate taxes; granting cer- 
tain tax privileges to refugees and per- 
secutees; amending taxes on petroleum 
so as to grant preferential treatment to 
local production, including the process- 
ing of both German and foreign crude 
oil; abolishing or reducing duties on 
certain chemicals; and authorizing the 
Federal Government to reduce or abol- 
ish customs duties for a 3-month period 
in event of urgent economic need were 
introduced in the Lower House. 

A bill which would reduce the tax on 
tobacco products and authorize limited 
production of a new, cheaper cigarette 
is being considered by the Lower House. 
Legislation Under Cabinet Consideration 

Bills which would amend certain pro- 
visions of the Commercial Code, lift the 
export duty on molasses for a limited 
period, establish a Federal Coal Asso- 
ciation and a Federal Coal Council, and 
regulate the marketing of fish and fish 
products are under Cabinet considera- 
tion —HICOG, Jan. 20, 1953. 








U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





OIT Announces IC-DV 
Procedure Revisions 


A number of revisions in the Import 
Certificate-Delivery Verification (IC- 
DV) procedure have been announced by 
the Office of International Trade. 


Some of these revisions are simplifi- 
cations which will aid the export trade 
while not risking the objectiyes-of the 
program, and others are revisions and 
clarifications deemed necessary as a 
result of OIT’s experience with the 
procedure. 


The purpose of the IC-DV procedure, 
which was put into partial operation 
in May of last year and became manda- 
tory on October 20, is to prevent trans- 
shipment of strategic goods. It was 
developed in cooperation with Canada 
and 10 Western European nations— 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, Lux- 
embourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, the -United Kingdom, and 
Western Germany. 


Under the IC-DV procedure, the for- 
eign importer certifies to his govern- 
ment that the U. S. strategic goods for 
which an export license is being sought 
will not be reexported without official 
authorization. The import certificate 
is submitted to OIT in support of an 
export license application. 


In addition, OIT in some cases may 
require the U. S. exporter to obtain 
from his foreign importer a verification 
that licensed strategic. goods have been 
delivered in the importing country. This 
“delivery verification” is certified by 
the government of the importing 
country. 


Requirements Simplified 


OIT has announced that it will now 
accept miltiple-transaction import cer- 
tificates. Under the new procedure, an 
exporter may submit an import certifi- 
cate, if issued by the foreign govern- 
ment, to cover all proposed exportations 
of a commodity to, a named foreign 
importer for a specified period of time. 

Another revision involves cases in 
which more than one license application 
is sumbitted with respect to a single- 
transaction import certificate. As was 
previously the case, the original import 
certificate must be attached to the first 
application, but instead of attaching 
photostatic copies of the certificate to 
subsequent applications, the applicant 
may now certify that his applications, 
including the present one, are for an 
amount not in excess of the total 
quanity authorized on his import cer- 
tificate. 

Other revisions and clarifications in- 
volve: Exportation of commodities 
valued at less than $500; exception 
from the requirement to submit further 
documentation in certain cases of re- 
exportation; -exportations to foreign 
governments or government agencies; 


lron and Steel Scrap 
Export Quotas Set 


An export quota of 49,579 short tons 
of iron and steel scrap has been estab- 
lished for the first quarter of 1953, the 
Office of International Trade has an- 
nounced. 


Of this amount, 41,315 short tons are 
steelmaking scrap, 6,164 short tons are 
scrap for lead smélting, and 2,100 short 
tons are copper-precipitation scrap. 

Nearly all scrap exported under this 
quota is shipped to Mexico to meet 
minimum operating needs of steel mil!s 
and mining operations which are tradi- 
tionally dependent upon the United 
States for scrap. 


In addition to-this quota, the policy 
of considering applications to export 
limited quantities of iron and steel scrap 
to meet specific conditions of extreme 
economic hardship is being continued in 
the first quarter of 1953. 


Ferrous scrap supplies must be safe- 
guarded with great vigilance because of 
the vital role scrap plays in making the 
new steel required for defense. How- 
ever, scrap which cannot be sold in the 
United States at a reasonable price and 
which may be causing economic distress 
to the holder may be licensed for export 
outside the regular quota. 


In such rare instances the export 
license application must be supported 
by certification which has been obtained 
from the National Production Authority 
that the scrap actually is “distress” 
material. For this certificate, evidence 
must be presented to the Director of 
the Steel Division, NPA, Washington 25, 
D. C.- (not to OIT) indicating: the 
length of time the scrap has been held, 
and names and addresses of. potential 
buyers to whom the scrap has been of- 
fered, together with the sale price and 
reasons the offer was rejected. 


The recent action by the Office of © 


Price Stabilization in removing price 
ceilings on iron and steel scrap has no 
effect on export control of this com- 
modity, OIT said. 


Pig-Iron, Welding-Rod Quotas Set 


It has also been announced that ex- 
port quotas of 5,600 short tons of pig 





requests for exception to submission of 
import certificates; special reports or 
information in “exception” cases, and 
clarification of the delivery verification 
requirement. : 

A series of questions and answers 
designed to cover questions most fre- 
quently asked by exporters in regard 
to the IC-DV procedure has now been 
included in the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule. 

The regulations setting forth the re- 
vised procedures are published in Cur- 
rent Exptrt Bulletin No. 696. 





Canadian Livestock and 
Meats Allowed Entry 


The Secretary of Agriculture 
has lifted, effective March 1, the 
prohibition placed against the im- 
portation into the United States 
of Canadian cattle, sheep, other 
domestic ruminants, and swine, 
and of. fresh, chilled, or frozen 
beef, veal, mutton, lamb, or pork. 
The prohibition ‘had been in effect 
since February 25, 1952. 

This action follows an official 
determination that foot and mouth 
disease no longer exists in Canada. 
A public notice had been given 
on December 6, 1952, that such 
a determination was under con- 
sideration. 

The earlier presence of foot and 
mouth disease in certain sections 
of Canada had caused the imposi- 
tion of the import prohibition, 
under Section 306 of the Tariff 
Act of 1930, for the protection of 
the animal industry of the United 
States. 











iron and 5,000 short tons of electric 
welding rods each quarter have been 
set for the first and second quarters of 
1953. This compares with 2,800 short 
tons of pig iron and 3,000 short tons of 
electric welding rods established as* 
fourth-quarter quotas, and reflects the 
improving supply situation. 

“Open-end” quotas have been estab- 
lished for the first and second quarters 
for a large number of other “B” and 
unclassified iron and steel products, 
except iron and steel scrap, identified 
on the Positive List by the letter “‘D” 
and the processing code STEE. Under 
an open-end quota, no quantitive ceiling 
on exports is set, but individual vali- 
dated export licenses are required to 
protect domestic supplies and the na- 
tional security. 





U. S. Merchant Marine 
(Continued from Page 14) 


Sharp declines in world tank ship 
charter rates in January brought aver- 
age levels down to their lowest point 
in nearly 2'% years. 

Dry-cargo ship levels firmed slightly, 
but the modest rise was insufficient 
to prevent the lowest average rates 
registered for any January since the 
‘end of the war. 





Dominican Republic Steamship Line 
has opened a new office at 32 Broad- 
way, New York. The lime will have 
a weekly service to Ciudad Trujillo, 
Puerto Plata, Sanchez, Barahona and 
San Pedro de Macoris, with two ships. 
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Open-End Quota Set 
For Tin Exports 


An “open-end” quota for the export 
of tin in the first and second quarters 
of 1953 has been announced by the Of- 
fice of International Trade, 

Under an open-end quota, no quanti- 
tative limit on exports is set, but ex- 
ports are authorized or refused on the 
basis of licensing criteria designed to 


protect domestic supplies and safeguard 
the national security. 


Time Schedule Removed 


The time schedule for filing first quar- 
ter applications to export tin has been 
removed, and applications may now be 
filed at any time. 

These actions follow the recent re- 
moval of all domestic control over uses 
and inventories of tin by the National 
Production Authority as a result of the 
improving U. S. supply position. 

The tin commodities covered by OIT’s 
actions include: Ores and concentrates 


‘(Sehedule B No. 656501), metal in in- 


gots, pigs, bars, blocks, anodes, cath- 
odes, slabs, and other crude forms 
(656507), pipe, plates, sheets, tubes, and 
other semifabricated forms (656519), 
welding rods and wires, including solder 
(619039), metal powders (619159), shot, 
slugs, and collapsible tubes (619950), 
babbitt metal, except scrap and dross 
(651517), foil (619250), and alloy scrap, 
new and old, including babbitt metal 
dross and scrap (656501). 





Renewal of charters for the Liberty 
ships Edison Mariner and Marven has 
been announced by the Military Sea 
Transportation Service. 


Group To Study Antibiotic 
And Sulfa-Drug Licensing 


The appointment of a task group to 
consider problems in regard to licensing 
of exports of antibiotics and sulfa drugs 
was recommended by the Antibiotics 
and Sulfa Drugs Export Advisory Com- 
mittee at a meeting on March 2, with 
the Office of International Trade. 

OIT has decided to name such a task 
group from the industry. It will work 
with government representatives in de- 
veloping and implementing the licensing 
program for antibiotics and sulfa drugs. 

After the discovery of instances of 
transshipment of antibiotics and sulfas 
to Iron Curtain countries, and especially 
to Communist China, there was a tem- 
porary delay in issuance of export li- 
censes by OIT to permit a review of the 
supply and demand situation and in- 
ventories throughout the world. 

Following this review, licensing was 
resumed on the basis of estimated cur- 
rent requirements of friendly nations. 
There is a complete embargo on com- 
mercial shipments of these products 
from the United States to the U.S.S. R., 
Communist China, and other satellites. 

The task group, which government 
representatives agreed to appoint very 
shortly, is expected to consider all 
phases of the problem, including the 
need for distinguishing beween different 
classes of antibiotics in setting a li- 
censing program. 

Government representatives pointed 
out that hardship cases faced by indi- 
vidual drug manufacturers will be given 
individual attention by OIT upon re- 
quest. 

Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Sec- 
retary of Commerce for International 
Affairs, presided at the meeting. 


U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Rice Export Allotments 
Total 14 Million Bags 


Export allocations of U. S. rice for 
the period August 1, 1952, through 
March 31, 1953, total 14,208,130 100- 


pound bags, the -Office of International 
Trade reports. 


This total represents the allocation 
for August 1-December 31, 1952, plus 
the first-quarter 1953 allocation, and 
includes the quantities allocated for 
shipment by the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration and the Department of De- 
fense as well as the allocations for com- 
mercial exports. 


As of January 1, 1953, 6,910,394 bags 
had been exported or licensed for export 
against the commercial allocation of 
7,095,555 bags for the last 5 months of 
1952. The balance of the allocation, 
185,161 bags, was canceled. In addition, 
licenses for 350,000 bags against the 
August 1-December 31 allocation were 
unused because shipments could not be 
made before January 31, 1953, when all 
licenses against this allocation expired. 

The accompanying table shows the 
allocations and the amounts licensed or 
exported against the allocations for 
commercial exports, (in 100-pound , 
bags): 


1952 1953 1952-53 
Aug.ito Jan.ite Aug. ito 
Dec. 81 March 81 March $1 
Allocated for 
def 





ense ............. 2,140,000 2,100,000 4,240,000 
Allocated for 

commercial .... 7,095,555 2,872,575 9,968,130 

WO * Lo akcic. 9,235,555 4,972,575 14,208,130 


Licensed or ex- 
ported (com- 
mercial) _.......... 6,910,394 11,974,780 7,885,174 


1 Amount licensed prior to February 15, 1953. 





Cuban Census Under Way 
(Continued from Page 5) 


price situation brought about by the 
tremendous production in 1952, sought 
and received a lower schedule of wage 
rates, the first such reduction in many 
years. - 


Though the cut in terms of rates 
amounts to barely 5 percent, it is be- 
lieved that sugar workers will actually 
receive 35 percent less pay during this 
crop than in the preceding one, because 
of the crop restriction to which the in- 
dustry has agreed in order to bolster 


‘world prices. This will mean a much 


shorter grinding season and consequent- 


Aly less pay. 


Government Seeks To Cut Budget 
For some time the sugar workers’ 


‘union had maintained that it would not 


agree to a reduction in pay rates, al- 
though it would reluctantly go along 


with restricted production. The Govern- 
_Ment’s settlement, however, was almost 


immediatély accepted, but large seg- 
ments of the union’s membership are 
known to be disappointed over its terms, 


March 9, 1953 


Net current budget income of the 
Government during the first 7 months 
of the fiscal year 1952-53 totaled ap- 
proximately 176 million pesos, 3 million 
pesos below the amount collected dur- 
ing the corresponding period of 1951-52, 
despite recent tax increases and intensi- 
fied collection efforts. At the end of 
January, the Minister of Finance, faced 
with the inevitability that 1952-53 tax 
receipts would at best equal 1951-52 
collections of 318.6 million pesos, an- 
nounced that the current budget would 
be reviewed, looking toward cutting 
back budgeted obligations from their 
present level of 350.4 million pesos. 


Bank clearings, exclusive of Treasury 
receipts and payments; totaled 275.6 
million pesos, 17 percent under the Jan- 
uary 1952 level and 7 percent below 
that of January 1951. The January 1953 
total was 6 percent under the 1952 
third quarter monthly average of 292.3 
million pesos, in contrast to the normal 
seasonal trend. 


Meanwhile, the stockpiling of 1.75 
milion Spanish long tons of sugar from 
the 1952 record crop, by reducing dollar 


receipts from abroad, has been largely 
responsible for a $58.3 million drop in 
the National Bank’s foreign assets, 
These totaled $475.7 million at the end 
of 1952, as compared with $534 million 
at the end of 1951. Nevertheless, the 
National Bank still enjoys a comfortable 
76 percent ratio in its gold and dollar 
holdings against its deposit and note 
liabilities —Emb., Habana. 





Sweden Using More Tobacco 


The sale of tobacco products in 
Sweden increased by 16 percent in 1952, 
although the average retail price rose 
by only about 5 percent. The higher 
sales value, therefore, was explained 
principally by a larger consumption. 

The use of cigarettes increased by 
more than 700,000,000 to 5,119,800,000 
in 1952 from: 4,414,900,000 in 1951. Con- 
sumption of cigars rose to 20,500,000 in 
1952 against 20,100,000 in 1951, and 
snuff to 3,000,000 kilograms in 1952 
compared with 2,900,000 kilograms in 
1951. 

Imported cigarettes amounted to 
569,000,000 pieces in 1952, 
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OIT Comments on... 





Military Apparel 


Though certain types of military ap- 
parel have been removed from the Posi- 
tive List and now require export li- 
censes only for shipment to Hong Kong, 
Macao, and Soviet bloc countries, other 
types remain on the Positive List and 
previous export licensing restrictions 
continue in full effect. 


An applicant for an export license for 
any apparel remaining on the Positive 
List should include on his application a 
statement fully describing the apparel. 
The statement should specify the type 
of apparel and whether it is used or 
surplus. The color, material, and use 
for which the apparel is intended also 
should be specified. 

The items which were removed from 
the Positive List, effective February 12, 
1953, include apparel which does not 
usually carry any military identification 
and which is frequently used as civilian 
apparel without alteration. Specifically, 
these items include underwear, socks, 
handkerchiefs, neckties, belts and sus- 
penders, gloves and mittens (other than 


IC-DV for Imports of 


The U. S. Embassy in Lisbon advises 
that all American importers who con- 
tract for Portuguese minerals should 
obtain both an Import Certificate and 
a Delivery Verification from the De- 
partment of Commerce and furnish such 
documents to the Portuguese exporters. 

The Embassy has received various 
requests from local firms for assistance 
in obtaining export licenses and in 
establishing ultimate delivery after 
shipment. Because of the peculiar na- 
ture of mineral activities in Portugal, 
however, the Embassy is reluctant to 
comply with such requests in the 
absence of official documentary evi- 
dence, and believes that the presenta- 


electrically heated), shoes, boots, and 
slippers (other than electrically heated 
and specially insulated), rain hats, 
sweaters, mufflers and scarves, leggings, 
cotton trousers and cotton shirts (other 
than Army and Marine Corps fatigue 
and field types). 


Also removed from the Positive List 
was new apparel manufactured in the 
United States for any uniformed or- 
ganization, except military services, in 
a foreign country, such as military 
academies, police forces, customs of- 
ficials, and Boy Scouts. Export licenses 
are still required for uniforms destined 
for use by the military services of a 
foreign country. 

U. S. military uniforms or individual 
pieces of uniforms (coats, blouses, 
skirts, and the like) which have been 
dyed or otherwise altered so as to be 
readily distinguishable from any part 
of the U. S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard uniforms may also be 
exported to friendly countries without 
a validated export license. 


Portuguese Minerals 


tion of Import Certificates and Delivery 
Verifications is advisable in all cases, 
even though the shipment may be in- 
tended for a governmental agency. 





FERTILIZERS are imported into 
Panama principally by five large whole- 
sale concerns for retail distribution, a 
Government agency which distributes 
them mostly to farms in the Province 
of Chiriqui, and two large agricultural 
organizations, which import these ma- 
terials for their own use. 

The chief consumer of nitrogenous 
fertilizers is a subsidiary of a U. S. com- 
pany, which operates large banana, ca- 
cao, and abaca plantations in Chiriqui 
and Bocas del Toro. r 
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Filing Dates Set for 
CMP Commodities 


Filing dates for applications to export 
commodities designated by the letter 
“C” (controlled materials) on the Posi- 
tive List have been set from March 2 
to March 31, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 


This filing period applies to carbon 
and stainless steel (processing code 
STEE), all commodities with the proc- 
essing code NONF, and _ specification 
production tinplate (processing code 
TNPL). Applications for alloy steel, 
other than stainless, may be filed at any 
time. 


The March 2-March 31 period has 
been set pending decisions as to third- 
quarter quotas and the licensing policy 
for these commodities. That informa- 
tion will be made available as soon as 
possible after the decisions are reached. 

An announcement will be made 
shortly describing how exporters may 
apply for licenses to export additional 
quantities of steel, copper, and alumi- 
num in the second quarter of 1953 be- 
yond the amounts already licensed. 
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Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the 
new Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$3.50 per year ($4.50 to foreign 
addresses). 

Name 


FORO E EEE RHEE HE EE EEE ETT EE EERE EE ES HESS EE EE EES oe 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce field office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 
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